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The Ireland of 1921 was utterly unrecognisable from what it had 

been only a decade before. The country had travelled through a 

period during which the political and social structures had been 

dismantled. In 1911, Ireland was still part of the British Empire, but by 

1921 was on the verge of independence. It was a decade that saw the 

loss of life both abroad in the First World War and at home with the 

fight for independence. 

Conflict brought about a change in the role of women in the work 

place as well as in political life. Women were forced into the role 

of primary earner after the incapacitation or death of their male 

relatives due to war. 

In 1921, the campaign for independence touched every household in 

the country, in one way or another. There were 1,199 violent deaths in 

Ireland that year, the majority of which were due to political conflict.  

Of these, 59 were female, 13 under one year old and 37 were killed by 

gunshot wounds. 

This exhibition tells the story of four women whose names became 

famous in 1921.  Limerick was already a centre of Republican 

activity but the murder of Mayors Michael O’Callaghan and George 

Clancy in March strained tensions further. The murders resulted in 

the co-opting of Máire O’Donovan to one of the vacant seats in the 

Corporation, only the second such woman in its entire history. 1921 

also saw the election to Dáil Éireann of both Kate O’Callaghan, widow 

of Michael O’Callaghan and Kathleen Clarke, widow of Thomas 

Clarke and sister of Edward Daly, both executed following the 1916 

Easter Rising.  Finally, 1921 was the year that Winifred Barrington, 

whose family lived in Glenstal Castle and had founded Barrington’s 

Hospital in Limerick City, was shot dead. 

Bhí Éire sa bhliain 1921 athraithe go hiomlán ón tír a bhí ann díreach 

deich mbliana roimhe sin. Ghabh an tír trí thréimhse inar baineadh 

na struchtúir pholaitiúla agus shóisialta dá chéile. Bhí Éire mar chuid 

d’Impireacht na Breataine go fóill i 1911, ach bhí an neamhspleáchas 

ar leac an dorais faoin mbliain 1921. Tréimhse deich mbliana a bhí ann 

inar maraíodh go leor daoine thar lear sa Chéad Chogadh Domhanda 

agus in Éirinn sa troid ar son an neamhspleáchais. 

Bhain an choimhlint athrú amach ar ról ban san ionad oibre agus sa 

saol polaitiúil freisin. Ní raibh an dara rogha ag mná ach bheith mar 

an bpríomhshaothraí airgid tar éis go raibh a ngaolta fireanna ar 

éagumas nó ar shlí na fírinne mar gheall ar an gcogadh. 

D’imir an feachtas ar son an neamhspleáchais tionchar ar gach 

teaghlach sa tír in 2019 ar bhealach amháin nó ar bhealach eile. 

Maraíodh 1,199 duine go foréigneach in Éirinn an bhliain sin, agus ba 

choimhlint pholaitiúil ba phríomhchúis leis seo.  Astu seo, ba mhná 59 

díobh, bhí 13 dhuine díobh faoi bhliain amháin d’aois agus maraíodh 

37 duine de bharr gortuithe ag gunnaí. 

Insítear sa taispeántas seo scéal ceathrar ban a bhain cáil amach 

i 1921.  Ba chroílár gníomhaíochta na bPoblachtach é Luimneach 

cheana féin ach neartaigh dúnmharú an Mhéara Michael O’Callaghan 

agus an Mhéara George Clancy an teannas. Mar gheall ar na 

dúnmharuithe, comhthoghadh Máire O’Donovan le ceann de na 

suíocháin fholmha sa Bhardas agus ba í an dara bean a toghadh leis 

an suíochán sin i stair iomlán an Bhardais. Rinneadh Kate O’Callaghan, 

baintreach le Michael O’Callaghan agus Kathleen Clarke, baintreach 

le Thomas Clarke agus deirfiúr le Edward Daly, a cuireadh chun báis 

tar éis Éirí Amach na Cásca 1916, a thoghadh le Dáil Éireann freisin.  

Ar deireadh, ba é 1921 an bhliain a lámhachadh Winnie Barrington, 

ar chónaigh a mhuintir i gCaisleán Ghleann Stáil agus a bhunaigh 

Ospidéal Barrington i Luimneach. 
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View by the Treaty Stone in 1921 (Ludlow Collection)   •   Radharc taobh le Cloch an Chonartha i 1921 (Bailiúchán Ludlow)



The population of Limerick City increased by almost a 

thousand between 1911 and 1926, while the population of 

Limerick County declined by almost three thousand in the 

same period. The female population alone declined from 

70,840 to 69,171. 

Women also formed the major part of the emigration during 

this period. In 1920, the emigration rates had returned to the 

pre-First World War level with 15,531 persons leaving Ireland 

that year. Of those 9,510 were female, with the majority aged 

between fifteen and twenty-four years old.

Life during the revolutionary period in Ireland was difficult 

for women who bore the brunt of the social change. They 

often had to assume the role of breadwinner in order to 

ensure economic stability throughout this period. Limerick 

women were mentioned in the 1920 Cork and Munster trade 

directory as the majority operators of apartments, bakeries, 

confectioneries and dressmakers. By 1926, 414 women in 

the city and 330 in the county were working in clothing. The 

number of women in commerce was 894 in the city and 685 

in the county. 

Tháinig méadú beagnach míle duine ar dhaonra Chathair 

Luimnigh idir 1911 agus 1926 agus tháinig laghdú beagnach 

trí mhíle ar dhaonra Chontae Luimnigh sa tréimhse chéanna.  

Tháinig laghdú anuas ó 70,840 go 69,171 duine ar an daonra 

ban amháin. 

Ba mhná go leor de na daoine a d’imigh ar eisimirce i rith na 

tréimhse seo freisin. D’fhill na rátaí eisimirce sa bhliain 1920 

ar an leibhéal a bhí ann roimh an gCéad Chogadh Domhanda 

nuair a d’fhág 15,531 duine Éire an bhliain sin. Ba mhná 9,510 

díobh siúd, agus bhí an tromlach díobh idir cúig bliana dhéag 

agus fiche a ceathair bliain d’aois.

Bhí an saol dian ar mhná i rith thréimhse an éirí amach in 

Éirinn agus ba iad ba mhó a bhí thíos leis an athrú sóisialta. 

Bhí orthu glacadh le ról an phríomhshaothraí go minic lena 

chinntiú go raibh airgead á thuilleamh acu sa tréimhse seo. 

Luadh in Eolaire Trádála Cork and Munster 1920 gur mhná 

Luimnigh príomhoibreoirí árasán, bácús, siopaí milseogra agus 

gúnadóirí. Bhí 414 bean sa chathair agus 330 bean sa chontae 

ag oibriú sa tionscal éadaí faoin mbliain 1926. Bhí 894 bean sa 

chathair agus 685 bean sa chontae ag oibriú i dtráchtáil. 
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View down O’Connell Street in the 1920s (Limerick Museum)  •  Radharc síos Sráid Uí Chonaill sna 1920idí (Músaem Luimnigh)

Sample of Women business owners in 1920 (Cork & Munster Trade Directory) 
Sampla d’úinéirí gnólachta Mná i 1920 (Eolaire Trádála Cork and Munster)

Women in shawls at Arthur’s Quay (Limerick Museum) 
Mná agus seálta á gcaitheamh acu ag Cé Artúir (Músaem Luimnigh)



The largest employment by far for women in the 1920s was still 

in the domestic service industry with 1,648 in the city and 4,087 

in the county, followed by agriculture with 4,678 in the entire 

county. Finally, only 80 women were recorded in the manufacture 

of food drink and tobacco in the county, against 500 in the city. 

Unsurprisingly, following the number of young men killed or 

injured during both the First World War and the other conflicts in 

Ireland, the marriage rate was at a ten year low in 1921 at 5.69 per 

cent per 1,000.  

Other statistics cast further light on the lives of Limerick 

women at this time. Infant mortality stood at 77 per 1,000 births 

registered in Ireland, with Limerick at the higher end at 79 per 

1,000 births registered. In the entire county of Limerick, only 761 

marriages were registered, along with 3,134 births and 

2,207 deaths. 

Sa tionscal seirbhíse intíre go fóill ina raibh an líon ba mhó ban ag oibriú 

sna 1920idí agus bhí 1,648 bean sa chathair agus 4,087 bean sa chontae 

ag oibriú ann. Ba é talmhaíocht an dara tionscal ba mhó agus bhí 4,678 

bean ag oibriú ann sa chontae iomlán. Ar deireadh, ní raibh ach 80 bean 

ag oibriú i mbia, deochanna agus tobac a dhéanamh sa chontae, agus 

bhí 500 bean sa chathair ag oibriú sa tionscal seo. 

Ní haon ionadh go raibh an méid póstaí a cláraíodh i 1921 ar an leibhéal 

ab ísle ar feadh deich mbliana nuair nár cláraíodh ach 5.69 faoin gcéad 

in aghaidh gach 1,000 duine i 1921 nuair a chuirtear san áireamh an méid 

fir óga a maraíodh nó a gortaíodh sa Chéad Chogadh Domhanda nó sna 

coimhlintí eile in Éirinn.  

Tugtar saol mhná Luimnigh ag an tráth seo chun solais i staitisticí eile. 

Ba é an ráta básmhaireachta i measc naíonán 77 bás in aghaidh gach 

1,000 breith a cláraíodh in Éirinn, agus b’airde an ráta básmhaireachta i 

Luimneach – 79 bás in aghaidh gach 1,000 breith. Níor cláraíodh ach 761 

pósadh anuas ar 3,134 breith agus 2,207 bás i gcontae iomlán Luimnigh. 
Limerick was a very religious city. This group of pilgrims to Rome were from St John’s Parish in the 1920s (Sharon Slater) 
Ba chathair an-reiligiúnach é Luimneach. Ó Pharóiste Naomh Eoin sna 1920idí a bhí an grúpa seo oilithreach chuig an Róimh (Sharon Slater)

Women and children among those lining Charlotte’s Quay in March 1921 for the funerals of the Murdered Mayors (Limerick Museum) 
Mná agus leanaí i measc na ndaoine atá ag seasamh ar gach taobh de Ché Charlotte i Márta 1921 le hómós a léiriú ar do shochraidí na Méaraí a dúnmharaíodh (Músaem Luimnigh)

Limerick Leader, 1 July 1921
Limerick Leader, an 1 Iúil 1921

Limerick Leader, 27 May 1921 
Limerick Leader, an 27 Bealtaine 1921

Limerick Chronicle, 6 Aug 1921 
Limerick Chronicle, an 6 Lúnasa 1921
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Women’s involvement in philanthropy was already widespread 

in Ireland, especially with the Shamrock League, established 

in 1901 by a small group of Limerick women, caring for families 

of those injured during the Boer War. This continued during 

the revolutionary period in Ireland with the founding of the 

Irish Volunteers’ Dependants’ Fund, established in May 1916 by 

Kathleen Clarke. 

In the previous decades colleges and universities had already 

begun to open their doors to women students. In 1921, Frances 

Christian Kyle from Belfast became the first woman to be called 

to the Bar anywhere in the British Isles, practicing first in Dublin 

and shortly afterwards in Belfast. 

Bhí daonchairdeas agus cúram á gcur ar fáil go minic ag mná 

cheana féin in Éirinn, go háirithe ag Conradh na Seamróige (the 

Shamrock League), a bhunaigh grúpa beag mhná Luimnigh i 

1901, a thug aire do theaghlaigh na ndaoine siúd a gortaíodh i rith 

Chogadh na mBórach. Lean seo ar aghaidh i rith thréimhse an éirí 

amach in Éirinn nuair a bunaíodh Ciste Cleithiúnaithe Óglaigh na 

hÉireann, a bhunaigh Kathleen Clarke i mBealtaine 1916. 

Thosaigh coláistí agus ollscoileanna lena ndoirse a oscailt cheana 

féin sna blianta roimhe do mhic léinn mhná. Rinneadh an chéad 

bhean de Frances Christian Kyle ó Bhéal Feirste i 1921 a glaodh 

chun an Bharra in áit ar bith in Éirinn agus an Bhreatain Mhór, a 

chleachtaigh ar dtús i mBaile Átha Cliath agus i mBéal Feirste go 

gairid ina dhiaidh sin. 

Weekly Observer, 3 Sept 1921
Weekly Observer, an 3 Meán Fómhair 1921

Limerick Chronicle, 6 Dec 1921
 Limerick Chronicle, an 6 Nollaig 1921

Limerick Chronicle, 24 Sept 1921
Limerick Chronicle, an 24 Meán Fómhair 1921

Extract from the 58th Annual Report of the Registrar General for Ireland, 1921
Sliocht ó 58ú Tuarascáil Bhliantúil an Ard-Chláraitheora d’Éirinn, 1921

J Kirby sold Limerick Lace made by Limerick women on O’Connell Street (Sean Curtin) Dhíol J Kirby Lása 
Luimnigh a rinne mná Luimnigh ar Shráid Uí Chonaill (Seán Curtin)
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Winifred Barrington was raised in her ancestral home 

of Glenstal Castle, Murroe, County Limerick. Her father 

was a landowner in the area, but despite this the 

family were very popular with all members of society 

in the local area.

Born in 1897, in London, England, Winifred was 

the eldest child and only daughter of Sir Charles 

Barrington, 5th Baronet of Glenstal Castle and his 

wife Mary Rose Bacon. Winifred was a very active 

young woman and a keen horse rider. During the 

First World War she served in the Voluntary 

Ambulance Division at Queen Mary’s Auxiliary 

Hospital, Roehamption, England.

According to the historian Kevin Hannan she was a 

‘universal favourite in the parish of Murroe… she mixed 

freely with the residents of cottage and farmhouse, 

and danced spiritedly on the old platform near 

Abington Bridge’.

Tógadh Winifred Barrington aníos in áit chónaithe a 

sinsear i gCaisleán Ghleann Stáil, Maigh Rua, Contae 

Luimnigh. B’úinéir talún sa cheantar a hathair, ach in 

ainneoin seo, bhí gach duine sa cheantar áitiúil an-

mhór leis an teaghlach.

Rugadh Winifred in 1897 i Londain, Sasana, agus ba 

í an leanbh ba shine agus iníon aonair le Sir Charles 

Barrington, 5ú Bairnéad Chaisleán Ghleann Stáil 

agus lena bhean chéile, Mary Rose Bacon. Ba bhean 

óg an-ghníomhach í Winifred agus bhí an-suim aici 

i marcaíocht ar chapall. D’oibrigh sí i rith an Chéad 

Chogaidh Dhomhanda sa Rannán Otharcharranna 

Deonach ag Ospidéal Cúnta na Banríona Muire, 

Roehamption, Sasana.

De réir an staraí Kevin Hannan, ‘thaitin sí le gach duine 

i bparóiste Mhaigh Rua… réitigh sí gan stró le muintir 

na dteachíní agus na dtithe feirme, agus rinne sí rince 

go bríomhar ar an seanardán i ngar do Dhroichead 

Mhainistir Uaithne’.

WINIFRED BARRINGTON  (1897-1921) An Unintentional Victim of War

WINIFRED BARRINGTON   (1897-1921) - Íospartach Cogaidh de Thimpiste 

Glenstal Castle (Limerick Museum)  •  Áit chónaithe Winifred Barrington, Caisleán Ghleann Stáil (Músaem Luimnigh)

Winifred Barrington (Brian P. Murphy OSB)
Winifred Barrington (Brian P. Murphy OSB)



Although Winfred was a member of the landed gentry, she was 

friendly with people from all walks of life and political affiliations. In 

January 1921, she was on holidays in France, from where she sent a 

friendly postcard to Michael Hayes, a known IRA leader in Murroe. She 

travelled outside of Ireland for the next two months before returning 

to Glenstal Castle. 

On a warm summer’s day, the 14 May 1921, Winifred and her friend, 

Miss Cloverfield, decided to travel the few miles to Newport, County 

Tipperary. As they were leaving Glenstal, Winifred on a pony and Miss 

Cloverfield on a bicycle, they met with Winifred’s father who insisted 

she should be home for dinner.

As the pair travelled to Newport they met Barrington’s neighbour, 

Captain William Gabbett, who continued to travel with them. At 

Newport, they met District Inspector Harry Biggs, an RIC officer whose 

brutality had made him unpopular in the locality, and Lieutenant 

Trengrouse. At the invitation of Biggs and Trengrouse, the group of five 

travelled by car for tea at the home of Colonel Randolph Kingscote at 

Killoscully, County Tipperary.  

Cé gur dhuine d’uaisle na talún í Winfred, bhí sí cairdiúil le daoine as gach 

aicme agus de gach dearcadh polaitiúil. Bhí sí ar saoire sa Fhrainc in Eanáir 

1921, áit ar sheol sí cárta poist lách chuig Michael Hayes, duine arbh eol gur 

cheannaire IRA i Maigh Rua é. Thaistil sí lasmuigh d’Éirinn ar feadh dhá mhí 

ina dhiaidh sin sular fhill sí ar Chaisleán Ghleann Stáil. 

Rinne Winifred agus a cara, Iníon Cloverfield, an cinneadh an turas cúpla míle 

a thaisteal go dtí an Port Nua, Contae Thiobraid Árann, lá te teolaí samhraidh 

an 14ú lá de Bhealtaine 1921. Fad a bhí Gleann Stáil á fhágáil acu, Winifred 

in airde ar chapaillín agus Iníon Cloverfield ar a rothar, chas siad le hathair 

Winifred, a d’éiligh orthu teacht abhaile don dinnéar.  

Ar a mbealach go dtí an Port Nua, casadh comharsa Barrington orthu, an 

Captaen Liam Gabbett, a lean ag taisteal leo. Chas siad leis an gCigire 

Ceantair Harry Biggs, oifigeach Chonstáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann (an RIC), 

ag an bPort Nua, a raibh droch-cháil air sa cheantar áitiúil mar gheall ar a 

bhrúidiúlacht, agus chas an Leifteanant Trengrouse orthu freisin. Tar éis do 

Biggs agus Trengrouse cuireadh a thabhairt don triúr eile, thaistil an grúpa 

cúigir i ngluaisteán chun tae a ól ag teach an Choirnéil Randolph Kingscote 

ag Cill Ó Scolaí, Contae Thiobraid Árann.

Winifred Barrington’s grave in Abington 
graveyard (Sharon Slater)
Uaigh Winifred Barrington i Reilig Mhainistir 
Uaithne (Sharon Slater)

Postcard sent to Mike Hayes, Murroe, wishing him a Happy New Year while Winifred Barrington 
was in Cannes, France, 16 January 1921 (Brian P. Murphy OSB)
Cárta poist a sheol Winifred Barrington chuig Mike Hayes, Maigh Rua, ina nguíonn sí Athbhliain 
faoi Mhaise air fad a bhí sí in Cannes, an Fhrainc, an 16 Eanáir 1921 (Brian P. Murphy OSB) Reverse of postcard   •   Cúl an chárta poist

Condolences from Barrington’s Hospital, Freeman’s 
Journal, 25 May 1921  •  Comhbhrón á léiriú ag Ospidéal 
Barrington, Freeman’s Journal, an 25 Bealtaine 1921

Notice of Death, Limerick Chronicle, 17 May 1921
Fógra Báis, Limerick Chronicle, an 17 Bealtaine 1921

Details of Winifred Barrington’s burial, Irish Examiner,
20 May 1921  •  Sonraí faoi adhlacadh Winifred Barrington, Irish 
Examiner, an 20 Bealtaine 1921

Limerick Leader, 3 March 2018
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 On their return journey by car to Newport, Winifred still wearing 

her riding attire, sat in the front seat next to Biggs. When they 

reached Coolboreen Bridge they were ambushed by twelve 

members of the IRA who proceeded to open fire upon the party. 

Winifred and Biggs were fatally injured in the attack, the others 

escaped injury.

When news of the tragedy reached Murroe there was an 

outpouring of grief for the Barrington family. Following a huge 

funeral, Winifred was buried in the local Abington graveyard.  Her 

headstone bears the poignant inscription: “Here lies all that could 

die of Winifred Frances Barrington”

Nuair a bhí siad ag filleadh i ngluaisteán go dtí an Port Nua, 

shuigh Winifred sa suíochán tosaigh taobh le Biggs, agus a héadaí 

marcaíochta fós á gcaitheamh aici. Nuair a bhain siad Droichead 

Chúil Bhuairchín amach, rinne dáréag ball den IRA luíochán orthu 

agus thosaigh siad le piléir a scaoileadh leo. Gortaíodh Winifred 

agus Biggs go marfach san ionsaí, ach níor gortaíodh na daoine 

eile.

Nuair a cuireadh Maigh Rua ar an eolas ar an tragóid, léiríodh 

crá croí do mhuintir Barrington. Cuireadh Winifred i reilig áitiúil 

Mhainistir Uaithne tar éis sochraid ollmhór.  Tá an abairt bhrónach 

seo a leanas scríofa ar a leac uaighe: “Here lies all that could die 

of Winifred Frances Barrington”

Winifred with her parents, younger brothers and pet dog on the front terrace of Glenstal Castle c.1915 
(Brian P. Murphy OSB)  •  Winifred lena tuismitheoirí, a deartháireacha níos óige agus a madra san áit suí os comhair 
Chaisleán Ghleann Stáil thart ar an mbliain 1915 (Brian P. Murphy OSB) Glenstal Castle today (Sharon Slater)  •  Caisleán Ghleann Stáil inniu (Sharon Slater)

Military inquiry into Winifred Barrington’s death, Limerick Chronicle, 2 June 1921  
Fiosrúchán míleata ar bhás Winifred Barrington, Limerick Chronicle, an 2 Meitheamh 1921

Limerick Chronicle, 17 May 1921
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By 1903 there were five colleges in Ireland where women 

were trained as national school teachers:

•	 Central Training Establishment, Marlborough Street Dublin.

•	 Our Lady of Mercy Training College, Carysfort,

	 Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

•	 Church of Ireland Training College, Kildare Place, Dublin.

•	 St Mary’s Training College, Belfast.

•	 Mary Immaculate Training College, Limerick.

In 1916, there were 7,690 school principals in Ireland; of these 

3,285 were women. Despite the high number of women 

teachers there was still a large disparity in wages and 

roles within the schools. While male principals earned on 

average 115 pounds, 19 shillings and 11 pence, their female 

counterparts earned 92 pounds, 13 shillings and 9 pence. 

Meanwhile, four out of five assistant teachers were women, 

but male assistant teachers earned over £13 a year more than 

female teachers

.On the 1 April 1921, vice-principals were added to the staff 

complement of each school. These vice-principals were 

required to have attended a teacher training college, with a 

dispensation for teachers employed before 1905, as well as 

more than five years’ experience in the classroom.	

Bhí cúig choláiste in Éirinn faoin mbliain 1903 inar cuireadh 

oiliúint ar mhná mar mhúinteoirí scoile náisiúnta:

•	 An Lárionad Oiliúna, Sráid Marlborough, Baile Átha Cliath.

•	 Coláiste Mhuire na Trócaire, Dún Carúin, an Charraig 

	 Dhubh, Contae Bhaile Átha Cliath. 

•	 Coláiste Oiliúna Eaglais na hÉireann, Plás Chill Dara,

	  Baile Átha Cliath.

•	 Coláiste Oiliúna Naomh Muire, Béal Feirste.

•	 Coláiste Oiliúna Mhuire gan Smál, Luimneach.

Bhí 7,690 príomhoide scoile in Éirinn in 1916; ba mhná 

3,285 díobh seo. In ainneoin an ardlín mhúinteoirí mná, bhí 

éagothroime mhór ann go fóill i bpá agus i róil laistigh de 

na scoileanna. Thuill príomhoidí fir £115 19 scillinge agus 11 

phingin, ar an meán, agus thuill mná £92 13 scillinge agus 9 

bpingine. I dturas an ama, ba mhná ceathrar as gach cúigear 

múinteoirí cúnta ach thuill múinteoirí cúnta fir breis agus £13 

sa bhreis sa bhliain ná an méid a thuill múinteoirí mná.

Cuireadh leas-phríomhoidí le líon foirne gach scoile an 1 

Aibreán 1921. Bhí ar na leas-phríomhoidí seo freastal ar 

choláiste oiliúna múinteoirí, ach níorbh ghá do mhúinteoirí 

freastal ar an gcoláiste seo má bhí siad fostaithe roimh 1905, 

nó má bhí taithí breis agus cúig bliana acu sa 

seomra ranga.	

WOMEN IN EDUCATION & TEACHING
MNÁ SAN OIDEACHAS AGUS SA 
MHÚINTEOIREACHT

WOMEN IN EDUCATION & TEACHING 1921 MNÁ SAN OIDEACHAS AGUS SA MHÚINTEOIREACHT

Mary Immaculate College LIMERICK MUSEUM

Coláiste Mhuire gan Smál (MÚSAEM LUIMNIGH)



This rise in female education and educators empowered women 

and resulted in their increasing involvement in politics and 

public life. These female educators, earning their own wage, 

encouraged others to follow suit. 

Limerick in 1921 was a centre for higher education for women, 

with students travelling from all over the country to attend Mary 

Immaculate Training College. Among the teaching staff in the 

College were three of the Murphy sisters, originally from Cork, 

Máire O’Donovan, Kate O’Callaghan, and Dr Eilish Murphy.

Meanwhile, Molly Clancy née Killeen, the second widow of the 

1921 Curfew Murders in Limerick (her husband was Mayor George 

Clancy), was a former principal of St Patrick’s Girl’s School, Clare 

Street, Limerick City. During her time as an educator she was 

a member of the Gaelic League and Cumann na mBan, which 

undoubtedly influenced her teaching. 

Rinne an méadú seo ar oideachasóirí agus ar oideachasóirí 

baineanna mná a neartú agus ghlac siad páirt ní ba mhó dá bharr 

sa pholaitíocht agus i saol an phobail. Spreag na hoideachasóirí 

mná seo, a raibh a bpá féin á thuilleamh acu, mná eile an rud 

céanna a dhéanamh. 

Ba lárionad ardoideachais do mhná é Luimneach i 1921 agus thaistil 

mic léinn ann ó áiteanna fud fad na tíre chun freastal ar Choláiste 

Oiliúna Mhuire gan Smál. I measc na foirne múinteoireachta sa 

Choláiste, bhí triúr de dheirfiúracha Murphy, arb as Corcaigh dóibh ó 

dhúchas – Máire O’Donovan, Kate O’Callaghan, agus an 

Dr Eilish Murphy.

Ag an am céanna, b’iar-phríomhoide Scoil Chailíní Naomh Pádraig, 

Sráid an Chláir, Cathair Luimnigh í Maire Clancy, Iníon Killeen, 

dara baintreach Dhúnmharuithe an Chuirfiú i Luimneach (ba í a 

fear céile an Méara George Clancy). I rith an ama a chaith sí ina 

hoideachasóir, ba bhall de Chonradh na Gaeilge agus de Chumann 

na mBan í, agus níl amhras ar bith ann ach gur imir seo tionchar ar 

a cuid múinteoireachta. 

Two more of the “Black Widows” of the 2nd Dáil were 

connected with education. Mary MacSwiney taught in private 

schools after receiving her Teaching Diploma in Cambridge. 

Following the Easter Rising, she and her sister Annie founded 

their own school, Scoil Íte, a sister school to Patrick Pearse’s 

St Enda’s. Although not a teacher, Patrick’s mother, Margaret 

Pearse was in charge of the domestic arrangements in St. 

Enda’s School.

Bhí beirt eile de “Baintreacha Dubha” an 2ra Dáil bainteach 

san oideachas. Mhúin Mary MacSwiney i scoileanna 

príobháideacha tar éis di a Dioplóma Múinteoireachta a 

bhaint amach in Cambridge. Tar éis Éirí Amach na Cásca, 

bhunaigh í féin agus a deirfiúr Annie a scoil féin, Scoil Íte, 

scoil a bhí nasctha le Scoil Éanna Phádraig Mhic Phiarais. 

Cé gur mhúinteoir í, bhí máthair Phádraig, Margaret Pearse, i 

gceannas ar na socruithe na scoile i Scoil Éanna.

Mary Immaculate College (Limerick Museum) 
Coláiste Mhuire gan Smál (Músaem Luimnigh)

St Mary’s Girls’ School, Bishop Street, c.1920 (Sharon Slater) 
Scoil Chailíní Naomh Muire, Sráid an Easpaig, thart ar an mbliain 1920 (Sharon Slater)

St Patrick’s School, Dublin Road, where Molly Clancy, wife of Murdered Mayor George Clancy worked 
(Sharon Slater)  •  Scoil Naomh Pádraig, Bóthar Bhaile Átha Cliath, áit ar oibrigh Molly Clancy, bean chéile 
leis an Méara George Clancy a dúnmharaíodh (Sharon Slater)

Limerick Chronicle, 30 Aug 1921 (Sharon Slater)  •  Limerick Chronicle, an 30 Lúnasa 1921 Murroe Girls’ School (Sharon Slater)  •  Scoil Chailíní Mhaigh Rua (Sharon Slater)

Limerick Chronicle, 30 Aug 1921  •  Limerick Chronicle, an 30 Lúnasa 1921
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MÁIRE O’DONOVAN (1876-1961) NÉE MURPHY AND THE MAYORAL CHAIN   MÁIRE O’DONOVAN (1876-1961) Iníon Murphy agus Slabhra an Mhéara

Irish freedom fighting ran in the blood in the Murphy family of 

Crossmahon, Cork. In 1876, Máire was born to Julia Kelleher 

and Cornelius Murphy, a Fenian activist. She attended a local 

primary school and St. Angela’s High School in Cork City. 

She received a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts at 

the Royal University followed by a teaching diploma in 

Cambridge.

She taught in Furness Lodge, Cambridge for a few years. 

She arrived in Limerick on the invitation of Bishop O’Dwyer 

to teach in the newly established Mary Immaculate Teacher 

Training College. In 1909, she married Diarmuid O’Donovan, a 

butter merchant and shopkeeper. The couple had no children 

of their own but shared their home with other Murphy sisters 

as they relocated to Limerick for employment. After resigning 

her post in Mary Immaculate College, she was succeeded 

by her sister Kate (later O’Callaghan), who in turn was 

succeeded by their sister Eilis. 

Bhí muintir Uí Mhurchú, Crois Uí Mhathúna, Corcaigh, an-

tugtha don troid ar son shaoirse na hÉireann. Rugadh Máire le 

Julia Kelleher agus Cornelius Murphy, gníomhaí na bhFíníní in 

1876. D’fhreastail sí ar bhunscoil áitiúil agus ar Ardscoil Naomh 

Aingeal i gCathair Chorcaí. Bronnadh Baitsiléir Ealaíon agus 

Máistir Ealaíon ag an Ollscoil Ríoga uirthi agus bronnadh 

dioplóma múinteoireachta uirthi ag i Cambridge.

Mhúin sí in Furness Lodge, Cambridge ar feadh cúpla bliain. 

Tháinig sí go Luimneach tar éis don Easpag O’Dwyer cuireadh 

a thabhairt di múineadh i gColáiste Oiliúna Múinteoirí Mhuire 

gan Smál, a bhí nuabhunaithe. Phós sí Diarmuid O’Donovan, 

ceannaí ime agus siopadóir, i 1909. Ní raibh aon chlann 

dá gcuid féin ag an lánúin ach chónaigh deirfiúracha eile 

Ní Mhurchú leo ina n-áit chónaithe tar éis gur bhog siad 

go Luimneach chun obair a fháil. Tar éis di éirí as a post 

i gColáiste Mhuire gan Smál, ghlac a deirfiúr, Kate, (Kate 

O’Callaghan ina dhiaidh sin) lena post, agus ghlac a ndeirfiúr, 

Eilis leis an bpost céanna tar éis do Kate éirí as

MÁIRE O’DONOVAN (1876-1961) née Murphy and the Mayoral Chain 

MÁIRE O’DONOVAN (1876-1961) Iníon Murphy agus Slabhra an Mhéara

Town Hall where Máire O’Donovan was based while Deputy Mayor (Limerick Museum)  •  Halla an Bhaile ina raibh Máire O’Donovan bunaithe agus í ina Leas-Mhéara (Músaem Luimnigh)

Máire O’Donovan (National Library of Ireland)
Máire O’Donovan (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann)



Máire’s involvement in political activity continued even after 

her retirement from teaching upon her marriage. She joined the 

Gaelic League in Limerick and was a prominent member of the 

local Cumann na mBan. Unsurprisingly, she was part of a small 

band of Limerick women in the Suffragette movement. The British 

Intelligence Office recorded that Máire ‘is even more bitter’ (than her 

sister Kate O’Callaghan) in her feeling towards the Crown Forces.

In 1921 her life dramatically changed. On 7 March, her brother-in-

law, the former Mayor of Limerick Michael O’Callaghan, along with 

sitting Mayor George Clancy, were murdered. This left two vacant 

seats on Limerick City Council, and she was promptly co-opted to 

replace Mayor George Clancy. Thus, Máire became only the second 

woman to sit on the council (the first being Emily Crowe who had 

been returned at the 1920 local elections).  

In a surprising turn Máire became the first woman to wear the 

Mayoral Chain only two month after being co-opted. Mayor Stephen 

O’Mara appointed her to deputise for him from 21 May 1921 to 30 

January 1922 as he was in the United States in connection with the 

Republican Loan fund. 

Lean Máire de bheith bainteach sa pholaitíocht fiú tar éis di dul ar scor ón 

múinteoireacht tar éis gur pósadh í. Ghlac sí le ballraíocht de Chonradh na 

Gaeilge i Luimneach agus ba bhall mór le rá de Chumann na mBan áitiúil 

í. Ní hionadh é go raibh sí mar bhall de ghrúpa beag mhná Luimnigh sa 

ghluaiseacht ar son Ceart Vótála do Mhná. Luaigh Oifig Faisnéise Breataine go 

bhfuil Máire ‘fiú níos nimhní’ (ná a deirfiúr, Kate O’Callaghan) sa dearcadh a bhí 

aici i leith Fhórsaí na Corónach.

Tháinig athrú mór ar a saol i 1921. Dúnmharaíodh a deartháir céile, iar-Mhéara 

Luimnigh, Michael O’Callaghan, agus Méara na linne sin, George Clancy. 

D’fhág seo dhá shuíochán fholmha i gComhairle Cathrach Luimnigh, agus 

comhthoghadh gan mhoill í in ionad an Mhéara George Clancy. Ba í Máire an 

dara bean a shuigh sa Chomhairle dá bharr (ba í an chéad bhean Emily Crowe, 

a toghadh arís ag toghcháin áitiúla 1920).  

Ba chor cinniúnach é nuair ba í Máire an chéad bhean a chaith Slabhra an 

Mhéara dhá mhí i ndiaidh gur comhthoghadh í. Cheap an Méara Stephen 

O’Mara í le hionadaíocht a dhéanamh dó ón 21 Bealtaine 1921 go dtí an 

30 Eanáir 1922 fad a bhí sé sna Stáit Aontaithe ag plé le ciste Iasachta 

na bPoblachtach. 

Description of O’Donovan, Southern Star, 18 Feb 1922
Cur síos ar O’Donovan, Southern Star, an 18 Feabhra 1922

Message from Máire O’Donovan (Brian P Murphy OSB)  
Teachtaireacht le Máire O’Donovan (Brian P Murphy OSB)

Letter to O’Donovan while she was in office (Limerick Museum) 
Litir chuig O’Donovan fad a bhí sí san oifig sin (Músaem Luimnigh)Freemans Journal, 4 Oct 1921   •  Freemans Journal, an 4 Deireadh Fómhair 1921 

Irish political representatives wait at Dun Laoghaire, 22 July 1921, to meet the Irish peace delegates returning from London. (from left) H. O’Friel, Dublin County Council; Máire O’Dono-

van, Deputy Mayor of Limerick; Vincent White, Waterford TD; Kate O’Callaghan, Limerick TD; Donal O’Callaghan, Cork TD; Liam de Róiste, Cork TD (National Library of Ireland)  •  Iona-

daithe polaitíochta na hÉireann ag feitheamh ag Dún Laoghaire, an 22 Iúil 1921, le casadh le toscairí síochána na hÉireann ag filleadh ó Londain. (ó chlé) H. O’Friel, Comhairle Contae 

Bhaile Átha Cliath; Máire O’Donovan, Leas-Mhéara Luimnigh; Vincent White, T.D., Port Láirge; Kate O’Callaghan, T.D., Luimneach; Donal O’Callaghan, T.D., Corcaigh; Liam de Róiste, T.D., 

Corcaigh (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann)
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During her time as Deputy Mayor, Máire presided over the 

ceremony where Eamon de Valera and Kathleen Clarke received 

the freedom of the city on 5 December 1921. They had been 

unable to receive the honour when it was first conferred on them 

in 1918 as both had been in prison.

I rith a cuid ama mar Leas-Mhéara, bhí Máire i gceannas ar 

an searmanas inar bronnadh saoirse na cathrach ar Éamon 

de Valera agus Kathleen Clarke an 5 Nollaig 1921. Níorbh 

fhéidir leo an onóir a fháil nuair a bronnadh orthu i dtosach é 

i 1918 mar gheall go raibh an bheirt acu i bpríosún.

Máire sat on the Committee of the Limerick Prisoners’ Dependents’ 

Fund which raised over £1,400 in the first eight months of 1921. The 

fund assisted families who lost their waged earner to prison as a 

result of the Irish Civil War. She was also the chair of the Limerick 

central committee of the Irish White Cross. She retired from the 

council in May 1925.

When she passed away on 23 January 1961, she was still the only 

woman to have worn the Mayoral Chain. Despite her many political 

achievements she was recorded simply as “widow of a shop 

keeper” on her death certificate.

Shuigh Máire i gCoiste Chiste Chleithiúnaithe Phríosúnaigh 

Luimnigh, a bhailigh breis agus £1,400 sna chéad ocht mí i 1921. 

Chabhraigh an ciste le teaghlaigh inar cuireadh a saothraí pá chun 

príosúin mar thoradh ar Chogadh Cathartha na hÉireann. Bhí sí 

ina cathaoirleach freisin ar Lárchoiste Luimnigh Chros Bhán na 

hÉireann. D’éirigh sí as an gcomhairle i mBealtaine 1925

Nuair a fuair sí bás an 23 Eanáir 1961, ba í an t-aon bhean go fóill 

a chaith Slabhra an Mhéara. In ainneoin an iomaí éacht polaitiúil 

a rinne sí, níor tugadh ach “baintreach le siopadóir” uirthi ar a 

deimhniú báis.

De Valera tour of Ireland, Freeman’s Journal, 30 Nov 1921
Turas De Valera timpeall na hÉireann, Freeman’s Irisleabhar, 
an 30 Samhain 1921

O’Donovan becomes Deputy Mayor, Evening Echo, 
20 Jun 1921  •  Déantar Leas-Mhéara de O’Donovan, 
Evening Echo, an 20 Meitheamh 1921

Speech to Limerick City Council, Limerick Leader, 8 April 1921 
Urlabhra le Comhairle Cathrach Luimnigh, Limerick Leader, 
an 8 Aibreán 1921

Máire O’Donovan’s Death certificate (General Records Office)  •  Deimhniú Báis Máire O’Donovan (Oifig na dTaifead Ginearálta)

Letter from President de Valera to O’Donovan, June 1921 (Brian P Murphy OSB)
Litir ó Uachtarán de Valera chuig O’Donovan, Meitheamh 1921 (Brian P Murphy OSB)

Freemans Journal, 16 Sept 1921  Freemans Journal, an 16 Deireadh Fómhair 1921
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CUMANN NA MBAN  CUMANN NA MBAN

Cumann na mBan (the Irishwomen’s Council) was founded in 

Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin in April 1914 as a female auxiliary to the 

Irish Volunteers. The Volunteers’ primary aim was to advance 

the cause of Irish liberty through arming and equipping 

Irishmen for the defence of Ireland. By 1918, there were 600 

branches throughout the country.

There were four main Cumann na mBan groups in Limerick, 

each associated with a branch of the Irish Volunteers. 

These were:

•	 Limerick City Branch (independent)

•	 Mid-Limerick Brigade

•	 East Limerick Brigade

•	 West Limerick Brigade

The Limerick East Brigade had consisted of six battalions 

in 1921, with branches in almost all of the county villages        

and towns.

Bunaíodh Cumann na mBan in Óstán Wynne, Baile Átha Cliath 

in Aibreán 1914 mar bhrainse cúnta baineann d’Óglaigh na 

nÉireann. Ba í an phríomhaidhm a bhí aige ná cúis na saoirse 

Éireannaí a chur chun cinn trí airm agus trealamh a sholáthar 

d’Éireannaigh ar mhaithe le hÉire a chosaint. Faoi 1918, bhí 600 

brainse ar fud na tíre.

Bhí ceithre phríomhghrúpaí de Chumann na mBan i Luimneach 

agus bhí baint ag gach ceann díobh le brainse amháin 

d’Óglaigh na hÉireann. Ba iad seo na grúpaí:

•	 Brainse Chathair Luimnigh (neamhspleách)

•	 Briogáid Luimnigh Láir 

•	 Briogáid Luimnigh Thoir

•	 Briogáid Luimnigh Thiar 

Bhí sé chathlán i mBriogáid Luimnigh Thoir sa bhliain 1921, 

agus bhí brainsí i mbeagnach gach baile agus sráidbhaile      

sa chontae.

Madge Daly, founding member and president 
of the Limerick City Branch of Cumann na 
mBan (Brian O’Toole).

Madge Daly, duine de bhunaitheoirí agus 
uachtarán Bhrainse Chathair Luimnigh de 
Chumann na mBan, (Brian O’Toole)

Cumann na mBan membership card (Limerick Museum)  •  Cárta ballraíochta Chumann na mBan (Músaem Luimnigh)

CUMANN NA MBAN
CUMANN NA MBAN



CUMANN NA MBAN  CUMANN NA MBAN

On 11 July 1921, there were 226 members of the Limerick City 

Branch and the officers were:

•	 President – Madge Daly, Sarsfield Street

•	 Vice-President – Máire O’Donovan, Eden Terrace

•	 Treasurer – Annie O’Dwyer, 9 Carrick Villas

•	 Co-Secretary – Eilish Murphy – St Margaret’s, North Strand

•	 Co-Secretary – Teresa Punch – 7 Newenham Street

•	 Captain – May McInerney (later Spillane) – Wickham Street

Ar 11 Iúil 1921, bhí 226 ball i mBrainse Chathair Luimnigh agus 

ba iad na hoifigigh ná

•	 Uachtarán – Madge Daly, Sráid an tSáirséalaigh

•	 Leasuachtarán – Máire O’Donovan, Ardán Éidin 

•	 Cisteoir – Annie O’Dwyer, 9 Bailtíní na Carraige

•	 Comhrúnaí  – Eilish Murphy – Teampall Mhaighréide, 

	 An Trá Thuaidh

•	 Comhrúnaí – Teresa Punch – 7 Sráid Newenham 

•	 Captaen – May McInerney (Spillane ina dhiaidh sin) 

	 –  Sráid Wickham 

Before the year was out, Kate O’Callaghan was nominated as 

President of the Limerick City Branch with Madge Daly and Máire 

O’Donovan as joint Vice-Presidents. At the end of 1921, the three 

Murphy Sisters (O’Donovan, O’Callaghan and Murphy) were 

officers of the branch. The Limerick City branch arranged the 

funerals of the Murdered Mayors.

Madge Daly was the elder sister of Kathleen Clarke, and their 

sisters Carrie, Agnes and Nora were also members of Cumann na 

mBan in 1921.

Roimh dheireadh na bliana, ainmníodh Kate O’Callaghan mar 

Uachtarán ar Bhrainse Chathair Luimnigh agus bhí Madge 

Daly agus Máire O’Donovan ina gComhleasuachtaráin. Ag 

deireadh na bliana 1921, bhí an triúr deirfiúracha Murphy 

(O’Donovan, O’Callaghan agus Murphy) ina n-oifigigh brainse. Ba 

é brainse Chathair Luimnigh a d’eagraigh sochraidí na Méaraí a 

Dúnmharaíodh.

Ba í Madge Daly deirfiúr mhór Kathleen Clarke, agus bhí a 

ndeirfiúracha Carrie, Agnes agus Nora ina mbaill de Chumann na 

mBan freisin sa bhliain 1921.

Freemans Journal, 3 July 1914 
Freemans Journal, 3 Iúil 1914

Drogheda Independent, 5 Feb 1921  

Drogheda Independent, 5 Feabhra 1921
Five of the Daly sisters with their mother Catherine in 1908 (Kathleen and Eileen were not present) (Brian O’Toole)
Cúigear de na deirfiúracha Daly lena máthair Catherine i 1908 (ní raibh Kathleen agus Eileen i láthair) (Brian O’Toole

Irish Independent, 2 May 1914
Irish Independent, 2 Bealtaine 1914

Irish Independent, 3 Apr 1914 • Irish Independent, 3 Aibreán 1914 Leabhrán Chumann na mBan (Músaem Luimnigh) The Spark, 9 May 1915  • The Spark, 9 Bealtaine 1915
Cumann na mBan Booklet (Limerick Museum)



KATHLEEN CLARKE  (1878-1972) née Daly   KATHLEEN CLARKE  (1878-1972) Daly roimh phósadh di

The name Daly is synonymous with nationalism in 

Limerick. It was into this family that Kathleen Daly 

was born on 12 April 1878 in Henry Street.  She was 

educated in the Presentation Convent, Sexton Street. 

Both her father, Edward Daly, and her uncle John Daly, 

had been imprisoned for their involvement in Fenian 

activities. Fiercely independent Kathleen refused 

to work in her uncle John’s bakery, instead opening 

her own dressmaking business in 1897 on Cecil 

Street, Limerick. 

Kathleen met and married Thomas Clarke, who had 

coincidently shared a prison cell with her uncle. 

The couple lived in New York for a few years before 

returning to Ireland, where they set up a tobacco shop 

in Dublin. In 1914, she became a founding member 

of Cumann na mBan. She also played a vital role 

in the lead-up to the 1916 Rising, which resulted in 

the execution of her husband and brother Ned Daly. 

Afterwards, she set up the Irish National Aid Fund to 

support families of those killed or imprisoned during 

this time

Samhlaítear an sloinne Daly le náisiúnachas i 

Luimneach i gcónaí. Ba sa teaghlach seo a rugadh 

Kathleen Daly ar an 12 Aibreán 1878 ar Shráid Anraí.  

Ba i gClochar na dToirbhearta, Sráid Uí Sheasnáin 

a d’fhreastail sí ar scoil. Cuireadh a hathair, Edward 

Daly, agus a huncail, John Daly, chun príosúin mar 

gheall ar an mbaint a bhí acu le gníomhaíochtaí na 

bhFíníní. Bean neamhspleách ba ea í Kathleen agus 

dhiúltaigh sí dul ag obair i mbácús a huncail, John, 

agus d’oscail sí gnó gúnadóireachta dá cuid féin ar 

Shráid Shisil i Luimneach sa bhliain 1897. 

Bhuail Kathleen le Thomas Clarke agus phós siad, 

fear a raibh tamall caite aige sa chillín príosúin 

chéanna lena huncail. Chaith an lánúin cúpla bliain 

ag cur fúthu i Nua-Eabhrac sular fhill siad ar Éirinn, 

áit ar bhunaigh siad siopa tobac i mBaile Átha 

Cliath. In 1914, bhí sí i measc duine de bhunaitheoirí 

Chumann na mBan. Chomh maith leis sin, bhí ról 

lárnach aici sna himeachtaí a tharla roimh Éirí Amach 

1916, imeachtaí ba chúis le cur chun báis a fhir chéile 

agus a dearthár, Ned Daly. Ina dhiaidh sin, bhunaigh 

sí Ciste Cúnaimh Náisiúnta na hÉireann chun tacú 

le teaghlaigh na ndaoine a maraíodh nó a cuireadh 

chun príosúin i rith an ama seo. 

Kathleen Clarke in mourning clothes with her sons John Daly Clarke, 
Tom Clarke Jnr and Emmet Clarke following the execution of her 
husband Tom Clarke after the 1916 rising (National Library of Ireland)

Kathleen Clarke in éide bhróin i dteannta lena mic, John Daly Clarke, 
Tom Clarke Óg agus Emmet Clarke i ndiaidh chur chun báis a fir 
chéile, Tom Clarke, i ndiaidh éirí amach 1916 (Leabharlann Náisiúnta 
na hÉireann)

Kathleen Clarke (seated left) with mother and siblings in the 1890s (National Library of Ireland)
Kathleen Clarke (ina suí ar chlé) le máthair agus siblíní sna 1890idí (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann)

Kathleen Clarke (National Library 
of Ireland)

Kathleen Clarke (Leabharlann 
Náisiúnta na hÉireann)

KATHLEEN CLARKE  (1878-1972) née Daly   
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In 1917, Kathleen joined the newly formed Sinn Féin Party and was 

elected to sit on its executive committee. The following year she 

was arrested as a result of the so-called “German plot” (a British 

attempt to suggest that the Republicans were conspiring with 

Germany), and spent nine months in Holloway Women’s Prison, 

London along with Constance de Markievicz and Maud Gonne.   

Kathleen entered active politics in 1919, when she was elected 

as an Alderman of Dublin Corporation, a role she held until the 

Corporation was abolished six years later.

In May 1921, Kathleen was elected unopposed to the Second 

Dáil for the Dublin Mid constituency as a member of Sinn Féin.  In 

December that same year, she returned to Limerick to receive the 

Freedom of Limerick, which had been awarded while she was in 

prison in 1918. She was a founding member of Fianna Fáil in 1926 

and two years later was elected to the Seanad. 

In 1917, ghlac Kathleen páirt i bPáirtí nuabhunaithe Shinn Féin 

agus toghadh í mar bhall dá choiste feidhmiúcháin. An bhliain dár 

gcionn gabhadh í mar thoradh ar an imeacht ar ar tugadh “Plota 

na Gearmáine” (iarracht a rinne pobal na Breataine a thabhairt 

le fios go raibh na Poblachtaigh i mbun comhcheilge leis an 

nGearmáin), agus chaith sí naoi mí i bPríosún na mBan i Holloway, 

Londain i dteannta le Constance de Markievicz agus Maud Gonne.   

Thosaigh Kathleen ag glacadh páirt ghníomhach i bpolaitíocht in 

1919, tráth ar toghadh í mar Bhardasach i mBardas Bhaile Átha 

Cliath, ról a bhí aici go dtí gur cuireadh deireadh leis an mBardas sé 

bliana ina dhiaidh sin.

I mí Bealtaine 1921, toghadh Kathleen mar bhall den Dara Dáil, 

gan iomaíocht, i ndáilcheantar Lár Bhaile Átha Cliath mar bhall 

de Shinn Féin.  I mí na Nollag i rith na bliana céanna, d’fhill sí ar 

Luimneach agus bronnadh Saoirse Luimnigh uirthi, gradam a 

bronnadh tráth a raibh sí fós sa phríosún sa bhliain 1918. Bhí sí ar 

dhuine de bhunaitheoirí Fhianna Fáil in 1926 agus dhá bhliain ina 

dhiaidh sin toghadh chuig an Seanad í. 

Freeman’s Journal, 17 Aug 1921
Freeman’s Journal, an 17 Lúnasa 1921

Irish Independent, 4 Jan 1921    •  Irish Independent, an 4 Eanáir 1921

Kathleen Clarke’s memorial card (Brian O’Toole)  
Cárta cuimhneacháin Kathleen Clarke (Brian O’Toole)

Evening Echo, 17 Mar 1921   •   Evening Echo, an 17 Márta 1921

Letter by Kathleen Clarke to one of James 
Connolly’s daughters (Limerick Museum)

Litir ó Kathleen Clarke chuig duine d’iníonacha 
James Connolly (Músaem Luimnigh)

Kathleen Clarke against Treaty, Nationalist and 
Leinster Times, 31 Dec 1921

Kathleen Clarke i gcoinne an Chonartha, Nationalist and Lein-
ster Times, an 31 Nollaig 1921
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In 1939, Kathleen became the first woman Lord Mayor of Dublin, 

serving two terms. She was also the first female Mayor in Ireland.  

She helped found the Irish Red Cross while serving as Mayor. She 

resigned from Fianna Fáil in 1943 and retired from active politics 

in 1948. 

At the time of her death in 1972, Kathleen was the only female 

Lord Mayor of Dublin to that point. She received a State funeral in 

Dublin and was buried in Dean’s Grange Cemetery.

In 1939, ba í Kathleen an chéad bhean a ceapadh mar Ardmhéara 

Bhaile Átha Cliath, agus chaith sí dhá théarma i mbun an róil seo. 

Chomh maith leis sin, ba í an chéad Mhéara baineann a ceapadh 

in Éirinn.  Chabhraigh sí chun Cumann Croise Deirge na hÉireann 

a bhunú fad is a bhí sí ag feidhmiú mar Mhéara. D’éirigh sí as 

a cúraimí le Fianna Fáil sa bhliain 1943 agus d’éirigh sí as an 

bpolaitíocht ghníomhach sa bhliain 1948. 

Tráth a báis sa bhliain 1972, ba í Kathleen an t-aon Ardmhéara 

baineann ar Bhaile Átha Cliath go dtí an pointe sin. Eagraíodh 

sochraid Stáit i mBaile Átha Cliath agus cuireadh í i Reilig 

Ghráinseach an Déin.

Kathleen Clarke becoming Lord Mayor of Dublin (Brian O’Toole)

Kathleen Clarke á ceapadh mar Ardmhéara Bhaile Átha Cliath (Brian O’Toole)
Kathleen Clarke wearing Limerick Lace (Brian O’Toole)
Kathleen Clarke ag caitheamh Lása Luimnigh (Brian O’Toole)

Thomas and Kathleen Clarke in New York
Thomas Clarke agus Cathleen Clarke i Nua-Eabhrac (Brian O’Toole)
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Limerick played a pioneering role in Irish female 

parliamentary representation as both Kathleen Clarke and 

Kate O’Callaghan were among the first six women elected to 

the Dáil. 

The fight for female suffrage eventually resulted in the 

passing of the Representation of the People Act, 1918. It gave 

women the parliamentary vote for the first time, but with 

restrictions.  Although men aged twenty-one years were 

eligible to vote, women had to reach the age of thirty and 

have the relevant property qualifications to do the same. This 

age disparity was to prevent women forming the majority 

of the electorate, due to the depletion of their young male 

counterparts in the war. This disparity would remain in place 

until 1922.

This created an interesting quandary, as the Parliament 

(Qualification of Women) Act, 1918 allowed women over the 

age of twenty-one to stand for election, yet they could not 

vote in that same election. 

In 1918, Constance de Markiewicz became the first female 

member of Dáil Eireann and in 1919  was appointed as a 

cabinet minister.   It would take 60 years for the next female 

cabinet minister to be appointed in independent Ireland.

Ghlac Luimneach le feidhm cheannródaíoch in ionadaíocht a 

dhéanamh do mhná Éireannacha sa pharlaimint mar gheall go 

raibh Kathleen Clarke agus Kate O’Callaghan i measc na chéad 

seisear ban a toghadh leis an Dáil. 

Ritheadh an tAcht um Ionadaíocht an Phobail, 1918 ar deireadh 

thiar mar thoradh ar an troid ar son ceart vótála do mhná. 

Bhronn sé an vóta parlaiminte ar mhná den chéad uair, ach 

bhí srianta i gceist.  Cé go raibh fir fiche a haon bliain d’aois 

i dteideal vóta a chaitheamh, bhí ar mhná tríocha bliain 

d’aois a bhaint amach agus bhí orthu na cáilíochtaí ábhartha 

réadmhaoine a bheith bainte amach acu chun é sin a dhéanamh. 

Ba é ba chúis leis an éagothroime aoise seo ná a sheachaint 

grúpa vótálaithe a raibh an sprioc chéanna acu agus ina raibh 

mná óga, den chuid is mó, a bheith ann tar éis gur maraíodh 

a gcontrapháirteanna fireanna i gcogadh. Leanadh an 

éagothroime seo a bheith i bhfeidhm go dtí an bhliain 1922.

Chruthaigh seo sáinn spéisiúil, mar gheall gur cheadaigh an 

Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act, 1918 do mhná níos 

sine ná fiche a haon bliain d’aois seasamh i dtoghchán, ach ní 

fhéadfaidís vóta a chaitheamh sa toghchán céanna sin. 

Rinneadh an chéad bhall mná de Dháil Éireann de Constance de 

Markievicz i 1918 agus ceapadh í mar Aire na Comh-Aireachta 

i 1919.   Ní cheapfaí an chéad Aire Comh-Aireachta mná eile 

ach go dtí 60 bliain ina dhiaidh sin in Éirinn tar éis don tír 

neamhspleáchas a bhaint amach.

POLITICS IN THE FAMILY
POLAITÍOCHT SA TEAGHLACH

O’Donovan Rossa Funeral Committee, 1915 included Countess Markievicz
Bhí an Chuntaois Markievicz agus Kathleen Clarke chomh maith le fear céile Kathleen, Thomas Clarke 
agus a deartháir, Edward Daly i gCoiste Sochraide O’Donovan Rossa i 1915 (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na 
hÉireann)

Dáil Éireann meeting in the Mansion House, August 1921 (National Library 
of Ireland) •  Cruinniú Dháil Éireann i dTeach an Ard-Mhéara, Lúnasa 1921 
(Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann)

Dáil Éireann in session in the Mansion House, August, 1921 (Limerick Museum)  •  Seisiún Dháil Éireann ar siúl i dTeach an Ard-Mhéara, Lúnasa 1921 (Músaem Luimnigh)
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In May 1921, six women were elected to the Dáil, all on the Sinn 

Féin ticket:

•	 Kathleen Clarke – Dublin Mid (wife of Thomas Clarke 

	 and sister of Ned Daly)

•	 Dr Ada English – National University of Ireland

•	 Constance de Markievicz – Dublin South

•	 Mary McSwiney – Cork Borough (sister of Terence McSwiney)

•	 Kate O’Callaghan – Limerick City (wife of Michael O’Callaghan)

•	 Margaret Pearse – Dublin County (mother of Patrick Pearse)

Toghadh seisear ban i mBealtaine 1921 leis an Dáil, agus iad go léir mar bhall 

de Shinn Féin:

•	 Kathleen Clarke – Lár Bhaile Átha Cliath (bean chéile le Thomas Clarke 

	 agus deirfiúr le Ned Daly)

•	 An Dr Ada English – Ollscoil na hÉireann

•	 Constance de Markievicz – Baile Átha Cliath Theas

•	 Mary McSwiney – Buirg Chorcaí (deirfiúr le Terence McSwiney)

•	 Kate O’Callaghan – Cathair Luimnigh (bean chéile le Michael O’Callaghan)

•	 Margaret Pearse – Contae Bhaile Átha Cliath Contae (máthair le 

	 Pádraig Mac Piarais)

Later that month two women, Julia McMordie and Dehra 

Chichester (later Dehra Parker), both running as Ulster Unionists, 

were elected to the Northern Ireland Parliament.

The women of the Dáil were known collectively as the “Black 

Widows” due to their personal traumas in the previous years. 

Their family backgrounds were very influential in their choice to 

run for parliament.   

Toghadh beirt bhan, Julia McMordie agus Dehra Chichester 

(Dehra Parker tar éis gur pósadh í), a sheas sa toghchán mar 

Aontachtaithe Uladh le Parlaimint Thuaisceart Éireann ní ba 

dhéanaí an mhí sin.

Tugadh “na Baintreacha Dubha” ar mhná na Dála mar gheall ar an 

gcrá pearsanta a bhí orthu i mblianta roimhe sin. D’imir a gcúlraí 

teaghlaigh tionchar mór ar an rogha a rinne siad seasamh lena 

gceapadh leis an Dáil.   

Irish Independent, 23 Aug 1921

Irish Independent, 23 Aug 1921

Letter from Eileen Daly to her brother Edward Daly in 
prison the night before his execution 1916 (Brian O’Toole)

Letter from Eileen Daly to her brother Edward Daly in 
prison the night before his execution 1916 (Brian O’Toole)

Freeman’s Journal, 22 Dec 19211  • Irish Independent, an 18 Lúnasa 1921

Memorial to the Easter 1916 Rising. The committee which organised its 
construction included members of the Daly family (Limerick Museum)
Cuimhneachán Éirí Amach na Cásca 1916. Bhí baill de mhuintir Uí Dhálaigh 
sa choiste a d’eagraigh a tógáil an chuimhneacháin (Músaem Luimnigh)

Irish Independent, 18 Aug 1921  •  Irish Independent, an 18 Lúnasa 1921

Correspondence on the renaming of North Strand after 
the murdered Mayors Clancy and O’Callaghan (Brian P. 
Murphy OSB)

Comhfhreagras maidir leis an Trá Thuaidh a athainmniú 
in ómós don Mhéara Clancy agus don Mhéara 
O’Callaghan a dúnmharaíodh (Brian P. Murphy OSB)
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Kathleen Clarke, a member of the Fenian Daly family, had 

suffered the execution of both her husband and brother in 1916.

Kate O’Callaghan, a member of the Fenian Murphy family, had 

witnessed the murder of her husband in 1921.

After she suffered the execution of her two sons, Patrick and 

William, in 1916, Margaret Pearse became politicised.  

Mary MacSwiney acted as spokeperson with the international 

press on behalf of her brother Terence MacSwiney (Lord Mayor of 

Cork), who died while on a 73-day hunger strike in Brixton Prison 

in 1920.

Although Constance Markievicz and Dr Ada English did not have 

a close family tragedy, they were very involved in the movement 

and would have been affected by the deaths of their friends. 

All six women opposed the Treaty.

Bhí Kathleen Clarke, ball de mhuintir Fhíníneach Uí Dhálaigh, thíos 

le cur chun báis a fir chéile agus a dearthár i 1916.

Bhí Kate O’Callaghan, ball de mhuintir Fhíníneach Uí Mhurchú, ag 

féachaint nuair a dúnmharaíodh a fear céile i 1921.

Thug Margaret Pearse faoin bpolaitíocht tar éis gur cuireadh a 

beirt mhac, Patrick agus Liam, chun báis i 1916.  

Ghníomhaigh Mary MacSwiney mar urlabhraí leis na nuachtáin 

idirnáisiúnta ar son a dearthár, Terence MacSwiney (Ard-Mhéara 

Chorcaí), a fuair bás fad a bhí sé ar stailc ocrais 73 lá i bPríosún 

Brixton i 1920.

Cé nach raibh Constance Markievicz agus an Dr Ada English thíos 

le tragóid i measc a ngaolta dlútha, bhí baint acu sa ghluaiseacht 

agus rachadh bás a gcairde i bhfeidhm orthu. 

Chuir gach duine den seisear ban in aghaidh an Chonartha.

The Daly sisters continued to be close throughout their lives, left to right Madge, Agnes, Carrie (Brian O’Toole) 
Lean deirfiúracha Uí Dhálaigh de dhlúth-theagmháil a dhéanamh lena chéile i rith a saol, ó chlé: Madge, Agnes, Carrie (Brian O’Toole)Irish independent, 14 May 1921  •  Irish independent, an 14 Bealtaine 1921

1921 Election results, Irish Independent, 14 May 1921
Torthaí toghcháin Irish independent, an 14 Bealtaine 1921
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KATE O’CALLAGHAN (1885-1961) Née Murphy  KATE O’CALLAGHAN (1885-1961) Née Murphy

Kate O’Callaghan followed her older sister Máire O’Donovan 

into education, Limerick and finally politics. She was born 

in 1885 in County Cork, and was educated in the Royal 

University Dublin and in Cambridge.

In 1909, Kate arrived in Limerick to take up a lecturing post in 

Mary Immaculate Training College. She lived with her older 

sister until her marriage in 1914 to Michael O’Callaghan. Like 

Máire before her, Kate left her post in Mary Immaculate on 

marriage and was succeeded by her sister Eilis Murphy. 

Kate’s relatively peaceful life was shattered on 7 March 

1921 when her husband, the former Mayor of Limerick, was 

murdered in front of her in their home. She would describe 

the War of Independence in the following words: “Women do 

not cry much in Ireland during this war; the trouble goes too 

deep”. All her life, she continued to fight for the truth about 

her husband’s murder at the hands of the Black and Tans.

Kate was elected to the 2nd Dail in May 1921, and re-elected 

in 1922, becoming one of the “Black Widows”. The British 

Intelligence Office kept a file on her, in which she was 

described as a “clever and dangerous woman who makes 

the most of her propaganda and her fanatical hatred of the 

Crown Forces”. While on her way to a political funeral in April 

1923, she was arrested due to her outspoken politics, and was 

taken to Kilmainham Gaol. She was released after a nineteen-

day hunger strike. She lost her Dáil seat in June 1923 and left 

active politics. 

Rinne Kate O’Callaghan mar a rinne a deirfiúr níos sine, Máire 

O’Donovan, agus chuaigh sí leis an oideachas, go Luimneach agus leis 

an bpolaitíocht, ar deireadh. Rugadh í in 1885 i gContae Corcaigh agus 

d’fhreastail sí ar an Ollscoil Ríoga, Baile Átha Cliath agus ar i Cambridge.

Tháinig Kate go Luimneach i 1909 chun glacadh le post léachtóireachta 

i gColáiste Oiliúna Mhuire gan Smál. Chónaigh sí lena deirfiúr níos sine 

go dtí gur pósadh í i 1914 le Michael O’Callaghan. Faoi mar a rinne 

Máire roimhe sin, d’fhág Kate a post i gColáiste Mhuire gan Smál nuair a 

pósadh í agus ghlac a deirfiúr, Eilis Murphy, lena post. 

Scriosadh saol sách síochánta Kate an 7 Márta 1921 nuair a 

dúnmharaíodh a fear céile, iar-Mhéara Luimnigh, os a comhair ina n-áit 

chónaithe. Dúirt sí an méid seo a leanas faoi Chogadh na Saoirse: “Níl 

mná in Éirinn ag gol mórán i rith an chogaidh seo; tá an crá róthrom”. 

Lean sí ag troid ar feadh a saoil ar son na fírinne faoi dhúnmharú a fir 

chéile ag na Dúchrónaigh.

Toghadh Kate leis an 2ra Dáil i mBealtaine 1921, agus toghadh arís eile 

í i 1922, agus rinneadh duine de na “Baintreacha Dubha” di. Bhí comhad 

bainteach léi á choimeád ag Oifig Faisnéise na Breataine, agus luadh 

ann gur “bean chliste agus bhaolach í a bhaineann an tairbhe is mó 

dá cuid bolscaireachta agus den fhuath antoisceach i leith Fhórsaí 

na Corónach”. Fad a bhí sí ar a bealach go sochraid pholaitiúil in 

Aibreán 1923, gabhadh í mar gheall ar a cuid polaitíocht cheanndána, 

agus tugadh go Príosún Chill Mhaighneann í. Scaoileadh í tar éis go 

ndeachaigh sí ar stailc ocrais ar feadh naoi lá dhéag. Chaill sí a suíochán 

sa Dáil sa bhliain 1923 agus d’éirigh sí as an bpolaitíocht ghníomhach. 

KATE O’CALLAGHAN (1885-1961) née Murphy

KATE O’CALLAGHAN (1885-1961) Iníon Uí Mhurchú 

Funeral of Murdered Mayors O’Callaghan and Clancy (Limerick Museum)  •   Sochraid an Mhéara O’Callaghan agus an Mhéara Clancy a dúnmharaíodh (Músaem Luimnigh)

Kate O’Callaghan (National Library of Ireland) 
Kate O’Callaghan (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na 
hÉireann)

Mrs. O’Callaghan, Mary McSweeney during the Treaty debates, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin (National Library of 
Ireland)  •  An tUasal O’Callaghan, Máire McSweeney, díospóireachtaí an Chonartha, Ardán Phort an Iarla, 
Baile Átha Cliath (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann)



In 1924, as a childless widow, Kate returned to Mary Immaculate 

College as part-time supervisor. She chaired the drama section 

of in Féile Luimnigh (an annual Limerick-based festival of Irish 

culture and arts) for fifteen years.

Kate died of old age on 16 March 1961, having outlived her 

husband by forty years. She was given a guard of honour by the 

Old I.R.A. before her burial next to her husband in the Republican 

Plot in Mount Saint Lawrence Cemetery, Limerick. 

D’fhill Kate ar Choláiste Mhuire gan Smál sa bhliain 1924 agus 

í ina baintreach gan chlann, mar mhaoirseoir páirtaimseartha. 

Rinne sí cathaoirleacht ar an rannóg drámaíochta ag Féile 

Luimnigh (féile bhliantúil chultúr agus ealaíona Gaelacha atá 

bunaithe i Luimneach) ar feadh cúig bliana déag.

Fuair Kate bás den aostacht an 16 Márta 1961, agus mhair sí 

daichead bliain ní b’fhaide ná a fear céile. Chuir an Sean-IRA 

garda onóra di sular cuireadh í taobh lena fear céile i gCeapach 

na bPoblachtach i Reilig Cnocán San Labhrás, Luimneach. 

Illustrated London News, 19 Mar 1921  •  Illustrated London News, an 19 Márta 1921

O’Callaghan refuses to be interviewed for inquest, Irish 
Independent, 10 Mar 1921   
Diúltaíonn O’Callaghan dul faoi agallamh d’ionchoisne, 
Irish Independent, an 10 Márta 1921 Sunday Independent, 24 Jul 1921   •   Sunday Independent, an 24 Iúil 1921 

1921 Election results, Irish Independent, 
14 May 1921
   

Treaty debate speech by 
O’Callaghan, Irish Independent, 
21 Dec 1921.
Urlabhra maidir le plé an Chonartha 
le O’Callaghan, Irish Independent, an 
21 Nollaig 1921

Description of O’Callaghan, Irish Independent, 
28 Apr 1921 

Cuntas ar O’Callaghan, Irish Independent, an 28 
Aibreán 1921

Peace meeting at Mansion House Dublin left to right, Mrs. Tom Clarke, Countess Markievicz, Mrs. 
O’ Callaghan and Mrs. Pearse (National Library of Ireland)     
Cruinniú síochána ag Teach an Ard-Mhéara, Baile Átha Cliath, ó chlé: an tUasal Tom Clarke, an 
Chuntaois Markievicz, an tUasal O’Callaghan agus an tUasal Pearse (Leabharlann Náisiúnta na 
hÉireann)

British War Office, Army of Ireland Administrative and Easter 
Rising Records on Kathleen O’Callaghan (National Archives UK)
Oifig Chogaidh na Breataine, Taifid Riaracháin agus Éirí 
Amach na Cásca Arm na hÉireann maidir le Kathleen 
O’Callaghan (Cartlann Náisiúnta an RA)

Pamphlet by Kate O’Callaghan 
(Limerick Museum)

Paimfléad le Kate O’Callaghan 
(Músaem Luimnigh)
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At a meeting of Limerick City Council In August 1918, 

Councillor John Dalton proposed that the Freedom of 

Limerick be conferred on Kathleen Clarke, Eamon de Valera 

and Eoin MacNeill as a protest against “the recent action of 

the British military Government”. The motion was passed a 

few weeks later. 

While Eoin MacNeill received the Freedom in November 

1918, the conferrings for Clarke and de Valera were deferred 

as they were both in prison. 

Finally, on 5 December 1921, during Máire O’Donovan’s period 

as Deputy Mayor of Limerick, the conferring event took place 

at the Theatre Royal, Henry Street. Many businesses in the 

city were closed for the day as thousands lined the streets.

In O’Donovan’s speech she stated “They conferred it upon 

Mrs Clarke because of what she has done and suffered 

for the cause of Ireland, and to indicate that in her they 

 saw impersonated the fearless loyalty of Irish women 

to the Republic”.

Bheartaigh an Comhairleoir John Dalton ag cruinniú 

Chomhairle Cathrach Luimnigh i Lúnasa 1918 go mbronnfaí 

Saoirse Luimnigh ar Kathleen Clarke, Éamann de Valera agus 

Eoin MacNeill mar agóid in aghaidh “gníomhartha Rialtas 

Míleata na Breataine le déanaí”. Ritheadh an rún cúpla 

seachtain ina dhiaidh sin. 

Bronnadh an tSaoirse ar Eoin MacNeill i Samhain 1918, ach 

cuireadh an bronnadh ar Clarke agus de Valera siar mar 

gheall go raibh an bheirt acu i bpríosún. 

Thit an ócáid bhronnta amach ar deireadh an 5 Nollaig 1921, 

fad a bhí Máire O’Donovan ina Leas-Mhéara ar Luimneach, ag 

an Amharclann Ríoga, Sráid Anraí. Dúnadh go leor gnólachtaí 

sa chathair don lá fad a sheas na mílte duine ar gach taobh de 

na sráideanna.

Dúirt O’Donovan ina óráid, “Bhronn siad ar an Uasal Clarke é 

mar gheall ar an méid a rinne sí agus a d’fhulaing sí ar son na 

hÉireann, agus lena thabhairt le fios gur léirigh sí dílseacht gan 

eagla mhná na hÉireann don Phoblacht”.

HONORARY FREEDOM OF LIMERICk 5 December 1921

SAOIRSE OINIGH LUIMNIGH, an 5 Nollaig 1921
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Theatre Royal, Henry Street (From drawing by J F Walsh)
Amharclann an Royal, Sráid Anraí, Eanáir 1922 (Músaem Luimnigh)

Theatre Royal, Henry Street, Jan 1922 (Limerick Museum)
Amharclann an Royal, Sráid Anraí (bunaithe ar phictiúr a tharraing J F Walsh)

 Invitation to Freedom ceremony (Limerick Museum)  

Cuireadh chun freastal ar Shearmanas na Saoirse (Músaem Luimnigh)

Ticket to Freedom ceremony (Limerick Museum) 
Ticéad chun freastal ar Shearmanas na Saoirse (Músaem Luimnigh)



  

As well as addresses by the Deputy Mayor, Clarke and de Valera, 

there were also speeches at the event from representatives of 

Cumann na mBan, the Sinn Fein Executive, the Gaelic League, the 

United Trades and Labour Council, the Gaelic Athletic Association 

and the Fainne.

The evening closed with an Irish concert in the Theatre Royal.

Kathleen Clarke is one of only four women to receive the Freedom 

of Limerick. The others were:

•	 1894 - Ishbel Maria Hamilton-Gordon (1857-1939), 

	 Countess of Aberdeen 

•	 1900 – Maud Gonne (1866-1953), Irish revolutionary.

•	 1997 - Trudy Hunt (b.1958), in recognition of her family’s 

	 work in cultural heritage.

In 1899, Mayor John Daly had awarded the Freedom of Limerick to 

Thomas Clarke. John Daly had spent time in prison with Thomas 

Clarke and was the uncle of Kathleen Clarke.

Anuas ar óráidí leis an Leas-Mhéara, Clarke agus de Valera, 

rinne ionadaithe Chumann na mBan, Feidhmeannach Shinn Féin, 

Chonradh na Gaeilge, na Comhairle Aontaithe Ceirde agus Saothair, 

an Chumainn Lúthchleas Gael agus an Fháinne óráidí freisin.

Cuireadh deireadh leis an tráthnóna le ceolchoirm Ghaelach san 

Amharclann Ríoga.

Níl Kathleen Clarke ach i measc ceathrar ban ar bronnadh Saoirse 

Luimnigh orthu. Ba iad na mná eile:

•	 1894 - Ishbel Maria Hamilton-Gordon (1857-1939), Cuntaois 

	 Obar Dheathain 

•	 1900 – Maud Gonne (1866-1953), réabhlóidí Éireannach.

•	 1997 - Trudy Hunt (a rugadh i 1958), mar aitheantas ar 

	 obair a muintire san oidhreacht chultúrtha.

Bhronn an Méara John Daly Saoirse Luimnigh ar Thomas Clarke 

in 1899. Chaith John Daly roinnt ama i bpríosún le Thomas Clarke 

agus b’uncail é le Kathleen Clarke.

Invitation to Freedom ceremony (Brian O’Toole)
Cuireadh chun freastal ar Shearmanas na Saoirse (Brian O’Toole)

Limerick Chronicle, 6 Dec 1921  • Limerick Chronicle, an 6 Nollaig 1921

Eamon de Valera stayed with the O’Mara family on the night of the event (Limerick 
Museum)
D’fhan Éamann de Valera le muintir Uí Mheara oíche an imeachta (Músaem 
Luimnigh) Irish Independent, 7 Dec 1921  •  Irish Independent, an 7 Nollaig 1921

Invitation to Freedom ceremony (Brian O’Toole) 

Cuireadh chun freastal ar Shearmanas na Saoirse (Brian O’Toole)

HONORARY FREEDOM OF LIMERICK 5 DECEMBER 1921  SAOIRSE OINIGH LUIMNIGH, an 5 Nollaig 1921

Irish Examiner, 5 Dec 1921
Irish Examiner, an 5 Nollaig 1921
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