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‘These Callous Crimes’
‘Na Coireanna Cruachroiocha Seo’

By the General Officer sommanding 6th Division and
Military Governor. :

L

WHEREAS, Martial Law has been declared in the Counties of CORK, TIPPERARY, .
KERRY, LIMERICK, CLAR:. WATERFORD. WATERFORD CITY, WEXFORD, and -
KILKENNY, and WHEREAS the Generals or other Officers Commanding 6th Division
16th, 17th, 18th, and Kerry Infantry Brigades, have been appointed Military Governors
for the Administration of Martial Law in the above Counties; and all persons ordered to
render odedience to their Orders in all matters whatsoever.

NOW, I MAJORGENERAL SIR E. P. STPICKLAND, K.CB, C.HG, "7.0. —
Commanding 6th Division, and Military Governor, do hereby give Notice and Order

that :---
1 (a) The collection for any purpose whatsoever of SUBSCRIPTIONS or
DONATIONS of money, or valuable securities. in any street or
public place, or by house to house visits, or by post, is forbidden,
unless the permission in writing of the Military Governor has
previously been obtained.

(b) Any person who, without such permission, collects or receives or solicits
any such SUBSCRIPTION or DONATION shall be guilty of an offence,
and shall be liable to presecution.

(¢) Any person who subzcribes, pays or remils any such SUEEGEIP‘ELIJH or
DONATICN to anyone not duly authorised by the written permission
of the Military Governor shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be

I liable to prosecution.
This Order shall come into torce on the 2ist II:'-‘mut:lrruem;o.r*1 1921,
Sigoad thls (4th day of Febraary, 1921, | e

 E. P. STRICKLAND. MajorCe

 Commanding 6th mfﬁun. *urf"t“ sernor. :

g d nad
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Limerick was at the forefront of the republican struggle
during Ireland’s War of Independence in both political
and military terms and its citizens paid a high price. The
provisions of the Restoration of Order in Ireland Act of
August 1920 strengthened the hand of the local Crown
Forces and, in December, Limerick became part of what
IRA chief of staff Richard Mulcahy would call the ‘War
Zone'—a martial law area mainly comprising the six
counties of Munster garrisoned by the 6th Division, British
Army. These developments greatly facilitated an ongoing
policy of ‘unofficial reprisals’ against Irish republicans

which gave the appearance of a ‘dirty war’.

In Limerick, this ‘dirty war’ culminated on the night of the
6/7 March 1921. Between 11.30pm and 1.30am, three men

- the mayor of Limerick George Clancy, his immediate
predecessor in that office, Michael O'Callaghan, and an
IRA Volunteer named Joseph O’'Donoghue — were brutally
shot dead at their homes. Although British officialdom
attributed what the ranking RIC officer subsequently
termed ‘these callous crimes'’ to radical elements of the
local IRA, they were in fact the work of members of the
Crown Forces, and were widely recognised as such at

the time. Dubbed the Limerick Curfew Murders as they
took place during a nightly military curfew, they sent
shockwaves through the city and country and made
headlines around the world. They remain the central
event in the social memory of the revolutionary period in
Limerick, where the names of its victims are inscribed

on the streets.
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Bhi Luimneach chun tosaigh na streachailte poblachtaii rith
Chogadh na Saoirse in Eirinn i dtaobh cursai polaitiochta
agus mileata agus d'ioc a shaoranaigh go daor as. Neartaigh
foradlacha an Restoration of Order in Ireland Act, a achtaiodh

I Lanasa 1920, Forsai na Coronach ditidla agus rinneadh

cuid den ‘Lathair Chogaidh’de Luimneach i Nollaig faoi mar

a thabharfadh Ceann Foirne an IRA, Richard Mulcahy air
—limistéar dli mhileata ina raibh sé chontae na Mumhan,

den chuid is mo, ina raibh garastun an 64 Rannog, Arm na
Breataine. Rinne na forbairti beartas ‘bearta neamhoifigidla
dioltais’ a éascu go madr in aghaidh poblachtaigh Eireannacha,

agus bhi sé ina ‘cogadh salach’,

| Luimneach, tharla an eachtra ba mheasa den ‘chogadh
salach’seo ar oiche an 6/7 Mdrta 1921. Ldmhachadh

tridr marbh go braididil - Méara Luimnigh, Seoirse Mac
Fhlannchadha, an duine deireanach a bhii seilbh na hoifige
sin, Michedl O Ceallachdin, agus Oglach den IRA darbh
ainm I6saef O Donnchadha - idir 11.30pm agus 1.30am ag a
n-aiteanna conaithe. Cé gur thug oifigidlachas na Breataine
fios gur poblachtaigh radacacha aditidla ba chuis leis ‘na
coireanna cruachriocha seo’, faoi mar a thug an t-oifigeach
céime den RIC orthu an oiche sin, ba bhaill d’Fhorsai na
Coronach a rinne iad agus aithniodh go fairsing forleathan
sin ag an trath sin. Tugadh Dunmharuithe an Chuirfiag orthu
mar gheall gur tharla siad i rith cuirfiad mileata a cuireadh |
bhfeidhm ar Luimneach. Chuir siad an chathair agus an tir
trina chéile agus bhain siad ceannlinte nuachta amach ar
fud an domhain. Is € an eachtra Idrnach i gcuimhne shoisialta
thréeimhse an éiriamach i Luimneach go foill, ait a bhfuil

ainmneacha a iospartach greanta go docht ar na sraideanna.
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Victims: Joseph O'Donoghue - ‘the Ideal Volunteer’

O'Donoghue moved to Limerick city in late 1919 to take
up a managerial position with the British & Argentine
Meat Company on William Street. There, his well-

attested ‘easy, courteous and affable disposition’

proved popular with colleagues and customers alike.
He quickly established a presence in local nationalist
circles. Most significantly, he gave ‘splendid service' to
the city branch of the Gaelic League and was a ‘loyal
and active’ member of E Company, 2nd Battalion, Mid-

Limerick Brigade IRA.

Bhog O Donnchadha go Cathair Luimnigh go
déanach sa bhliain 1919 chun glacadh le post
bainistiochta le Cuideachta Feolta na Breataine
agus na hAirgintine ar Shraid Liam, @it ar chosuil
go raibh an-chion ag a chomhghleacaithe agus ag

custaiméiri ar ‘a mheon réchuiseach, cuirtéiseach

aqgus cairdidil’ a raibh bunuds maith leis. Ghlac sé pairt
gan mordn moille i ngrupai nadisidnacha sa chathair.
Ba shuntasai an ‘sarfhonamh’a rinne sé do bhrainse
aitiail Chonradh na Gaeilge agus ba bhall ‘dilis agus
ghiomhach’ e de Chomplacht E, an 2ra Cathlan,
Briogaid Lar Luimnigh den IRA

Click here to read Bridget Liddy’s evidence to the court
Clicedil anseo chun fianaise Bhrid Ui Lidi a [éamh

\l/

O

{Frnm our E;Ianinl Heprﬂsantntiﬂ‘]
v . . Limerick; Friday.
The Military Court of T.ur[mn inlo the
shooting of the Mayor (Ald..G. Clancy), the
ox-Mayor (Councillor M, O'Callaghan), and
Mr. Joseph O'Donoghue was held in the
Conrl |Inusﬂ, Limerick, this morning.

The npprﬂmnhts n.nu;l interior of the building
were gmr-:lud by armed forces "and a |_:r.!rmnt

vag necessury to gain admission.”

- \With the exceplion of a clergyman, ~L-"a or
H.rr:& civiliaw wituesses; -zl the l‘msa vepre-
sentatives, only | ﬂthﬂﬂiﬁ of the E‘umt. and
Crown forces were prescist:-. . .

Alady with whom Mr. ﬂ‘l]n:mnrilmr ll}ﬂgﬂ{l
state that at 11.30 p.m. on March 6 she
was in her ﬂ;ﬂ.muﬂmﬂm chatting with de:
ceased end her son.  About 20 minutes Lo 12
she was nbout going to hed when a lond
knock camo 1o the door.  She asked who was
there. One or two. veices replied sharply,

en the door.” She did so, and twoe men
rushed in.  Both had dak, gluﬁh;r gozeles
over: their eyex. Ono was  tall, -wearing a
blacle overcoat and :a brum: or .htm slonen
hat. e was  about 23 years  of age. The
other man _was a low-sizeil. thick man, some-
what stnutnr and smaller .than his mr-':mt'ln.

<= . CMARTIAL LAW LIST; .

"ﬁ’hen they entered the . houso they imme-
dmtr.-] ren lo the hack of the halldeor, and
tore:awny tho list of names posted tlmm
from underneath an overcoat. .

President—Were the men armed?

Watness—They had something resembling
pistols in their hands. They auickly scanned
the list of names, and asked were all the

Freeman’s Journal, 12 March 1921

lospartaigh: I6saef O Donnchadha - ‘an Sdar-Oglach’

At around 11.40 on the night of 6 March 1921, a small party
of disguised and armed men called to O’'Donoghue’s
lodgings at ‘Tigh na Fainne’ on Janesboro Avenue as the
household was readying for bed. The men demanded
entry of the landlady, Bridget Liddy, and on establishing

O'Donoghue’s identity, removed him from the house.

Ag thart ar 11.40 san oiche an 6 Marta 1921, thug grupa
beag fear faoi bhréagriocht agus faoi airm cuairt ar
6istin Ui Dhonnchadha ag ‘Tigh na Fainne’ ar Ascaill
Bhaile Shinéad fad a bhi muintir an ti ag dul a lui. D’iarr
na fir cead isteach on uinéir, Brid Ui Lidi, agus i ndiaidh
go raibh siad cinnte gurbh é O Donnchadha a bhi ann,

baineadh den teach é.

Landlady Ue-cnheri My, G Du*mghul
' “a Quiet Boy'" -

l.:ulilitfllltl'__"' Iter evidence, witness” 5-.1[1] llﬂ-
nien searcivd O'Donog Im:.,a hedrgom, fossed
up tle maitress, .:-T:I looked behind the re-
ligious pictures on the wall. . Ou their way

down they said, in o loud voice, “Any rehl:'l
caught m this house to-night will bo shot,™

Tlmv towk some kind of an Irish newspaper

i': ome-the pocket. “I said,” witness addad,
“vou zre not going lo take this poor i'eliwr
away like .this " T said- be was-a nniet, in-

offensivo boy, sand I said he was managitiy
the Dritish- 2nd Avzantine -meat shop, Jl';ﬂ
they said he would” not---manage:~it- again.
The men admired somo Lﬂtll\lr}'ﬂ]d -unﬂru-
ings of the Irizh House of Commons iu 1708.
She went to the door to seo O'Donogime, hut
Lth2 wen soid if she put he nose m:ts:r]e until
after =ix o'cloek she would ba shot. -~ They
went oot Lhan, hot :~:m|. to witness: “*We will
shoot any wember of your family who will ,
o onk’ .

Bridget Liddy, with her husband, Joseph. Joseph died one year prior to the murders.

Freeman’s Journal, 12 March 1921 Brid Ui Lidi agus a fear céile, I6saef. Fuair I6saef bds bliain roimh na dinmharuithe. (2)
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Victims: Joseph O'Donoghue - ‘the Ideal Volunteer’

lospartaigh: I6saef O Donnchadha - ‘an Sar-Oglach’

Liddy told the consequent military court of inquiry that
she was ordered to remain inside until Gam on pain of
being shot and, afraid for herself and her children, she
complied. She emerged at 6.45 to discover O'Donoghue’s
body on the side of the road near her gate. Evidence
presented to the court by an army doctor indicated that

he had been shot eight times.

BIRZE

Duirt Bean Ui Lidi don chuirt mhileata a tiondladh ina
dhiaidh sin gur tugadh ordu doibh fanacht sa teach go dti
6am no go ndéanfai iad a lamhach agus, mar gheall go
raibh eagla uirthi agus da leanai, chloigh si leis an ordu

seo. D'fhag sian teach ag 6.45 agus thainig si ar chorp Ui
Dhonnchadha ar thaobh an bhothair i ngar da geata. Thug

fianaise liachta le fios gur lamhachadh é ocht n-uaire.
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lospartaigh: Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha - ‘tacaddir Shinn Féin sula raibh Sinn Féin ann’

George Clancy was born in Grange, county Limerick in 1881.
His family had strong Fenian associations and he imbibed
what his Bureau of Military History biography termed
‘militant Irish nationality’ from a young age. Thus, he
became a ‘Gaelic Leaguer before the Gaelic League, a Sinn
Féiner before Sinn Féin', who went on to work ‘in every
department of Irish National Endeavour — educational,
physical, political, economic’. For example, as a student

in Dublin’s University College, Clancy was the ‘leading
spirit’ in a new lIrish sporting and social club, Cumann na
bPairtidhthe (‘The Confederates’), and he established a

campus branch of the Gaelic League.

Cumann na bPairtidhthe hurling club, c. 1902: George Clancy, middle row, 4th from left. (3)
Cumann iomanaiochta Chumann na bPdirtidhthe, thart ar an mbliain 1902: Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha, an tsraith lGir, an 44 duine 6 chlé.

Rugadh Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha sa Ghrdinseach,
Contae Luimnigh sa bhliain 1881. Bhi a theaghlach go

mor ar son na bhFinini agus, faoi mar a tugadh le fios i
mbeathaisnéis a scriobh an Biuro na Staire Mileata, bhi
sé faoi thionchar ndisiinachas cathach na hEireann éna
n-oige. Mar thoradh air sin, ‘tacadoir Chonradh na Gaeilge
sula raibh Conradh na Gaeilge ann, tacadoir Shinn Féin
sula raibh Sinn Féin ann’a bhi ann agus d’oibrigh sé ina

dhiaidh sin ‘i ngach limistéar de Dhicheall Ndisiunta na

hEireann — oideachas, fisicidil, polaitidil, geilleagrach’. Mar

shampla, nuair ba mhac léinn i gColaiste na hOllscoile,
Baile Atha Cliath é, bhi pdirt Idrnach aige cumann
Eireannach nua sdisialta agus spdirt a bhund, Cumann na
bPairtidhthe, agus i mbrainse de Chonradh na Gaeilge a

George Clancy (2nd from left) in University College, Dublin.
bhunu ar an gcampas. Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha i gColdiste na hOllscoile, Baile Atha Cliath (4)
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Victims: George Clancy - ‘a Sinn Féiner before Sinn Féin’

lospartaigh: Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha - ‘tacadaéir Shinn Féin sula raibh Sinn Féin ann’

o

University College graduate class, 1904. George Clancy seated in cap, with James Joyce standing behind. Clancy was Joyce’s model for the character of Michael Davin in
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Joyce described Davin as ‘a young fenian’ who ‘worshipped on the sorrowful legend of Ireland’.

Rang céimithe Choldiste na hOllscoile, 1904. Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha ina sui agus caipin @ chaitheamh aige, agus James Joyce ina sheasamh taobh thiar de. Ba é Mac )
Fhlannchadha an tsamhail a d’usaid Joyce don charachtar Michael Davin in Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. Duirt Joyce gur ‘finin 0g’ € Davin ‘a rinne adhradh ar sheanscéal

brénach na hEireann’ (5)

Clancy immersed himselfin Irish revivalism and
republican activism throughout his postgraduate career
as a language teacher. He was a key figure in the Gaelic
League in Limerick City, where he taught Irish from
1908 until 1918, and he was a founder member of the
area branch of the Irish Volunteers in 1914. He was also a
local IRB leader and served as adjutant and vice officer
commanding with the 1st Battalion, Mid-Limerick
Brigade IRA.

OO

Lean sé de bheith gafa le hathbheochan na Gaeilge
agus le gniomhaiochas poblachtach | rith a ghairme
beatha iarchéime mar mhuinteoir teanga. Nuair a
mhduin sé an Ghaeilge | gCathair Luimnigh on mbliain
1908 go dti 1918, bhi sé ina bhall gniomhach de
Conradh na Gaeilge, agus ba bhall bunaidh bhrainse
Oglaigh na hEireann sa chathair é Mac Fhlannchadha
in Eanair 1914. Chomh maith leis sin, ba cheannaire
aitiail an IRB €, agus d'fhoin sé mar aidiunach leis an 1d
Cathlan, Briogaid Lar Luimnigh den IRA.

Clancy eschewed parliamentary politics for most of his

life. According to his wife Mary, he had no faith in the
Westminster system and he rejected two invitations to join
the Irish Party, one directly extended by John Redmond.
However, Sinn Féin's entry into the electoral fray saw him
take an increasingly activist stance. He campaigned for
the party in the East Clare by-election in July 1917 and the
General Election of 1918, and he was a Limerick agent for
the First Dail Loan. Clancy stood as a Sinn Féin candidate
in the municipal elections of January 1920 and was elected
senior alderman on Limerick Corporation. He became

mayor of Limerick city one year later.

" Irish Haluntﬂrav——tity'a[ Limerick Regiment.
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D’fhan Mac Fhlannchadha glan amach 6 pholaitiocht
toghchain don chuid ba mho da shaol. Dar le Maire, ni

raibh ‘aon mhuinin aige I ngniomh Parlaiminteach [na
Breataine] agus dhiultaigh sé ar a laghad dha chuireadh
chun bheith mar bhall de Phdirti na hEireann, ba é John
Redmond a thug ceann de na cuiri do. Ach | ndiaidh gur
iontrail Sinn Féin san iomaiocht toghchain, thosaigh Mac
Fhlannchadha ag glacadh le seasamh a bhi ag éiri nios
gniomhai | gconai. Rinne sé feachtas an-ghniomhach ar son
an phairti | bhfothoghchan Oirthear an Chldir in Iail 1917 agus
in Olltoghchan 1918, agus d’oibrigh s€ mar ghniomhaire ar an
lasacht Chéad Ddla. Sheas sé féin mar iarrthoir Shinn Féin sna
toghchain chathrach in Eanair 1920, nuair a toghadh € ina
sheanoir | mBardas Luimnigh. Toghadh Mac Fhlannchadha

ina mhéara ar Chathair Luimnigh bliain ina dhiaidh sin.
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Clancy was imprisoned for his republican activities in 1917, but was
quickly released following a hunger strike.

Cuireadh Mac Fhlannchadha chun priostin de dheasca a ghniomhaiochtai
poblachtacha sa bhliain 1917, ach scaoileadh saor € go luath tar éis

stailc ocrais.




Victims: George Clancy - ‘a Sinn Féiner before Sinn Féin’ lospartaigh: Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha - ‘tacadéir Shinn Féin sula raibh Sinn Féin ann’

A little after Tam on the morning of 7 March 1921, the
Clancys were roused from their sleep by loud knocking
and, as Crown Forces' raids on their home were becoming
routine, they went down. Mary opened the door to find
herself confronted by three armed men in overcoats,
goggles, and hats. Quickly sensing real danger, she
attempted to deny the men entry, but they forced their
way past her and shot her husband dead in the hall. Mary

was herself shot in the hand as she tried to defend him.

Tamall gairid tar éis lTam ar maidin an 7 Marta 1921, thug
triar fear faoi airm agus faoi bhréeagriocht cotai mora,
spéaclai cosanta agus hatai, cuairt ar ait chonaithe Mhic
Fhlannchadha. Mar gheall go raibh ruathar a thabhairt
ar a dteach go rialta, d'oscail Maire an doras. Nuair a
bhraith si go raibh baol mor ann, rinne si iarracht na fir a
choimead amach, ach bhruigh siad thairsti agus scaoil
siad a fear céile marbh sa halla. Ldmhachadh Maire féin

sa ldmh fad a rinne si iarracht é a chosaint.

\l/ Listen to Mary Clancy’s account of her husband’s
=~ murder, read by Emma O’Kelly )

Eist le cuntas Mhdire Mhic Fhlannchadha ar
dhdnmharu a fear chéile. A Iéamh ag Emma O’Kelly

Clancy married Mary (‘Moll’) Killeen in July 1915. A National School teacher by profession,
she was well known in Limerick nationalist circles, primarily through her involvement
with the Gaelic League and Cumann na mBan. According to George’s brother Egan, Mary
was ‘a more active Irish nationalist than George, if that were possible’.

Phés Mac Fhlannchadha Mdire (‘Moll’) Ni Chillin sa bhliain 1915. Bhi si ina mhdinteoir
bunscoile agus bhi ar eolas go maith i measc lucht ndisitinach na hEireann i Luimneach.
Bhi si pairteach an-ghniomhach | gConradh na Gaeilge agus Chumann nna mBan. Duirt
dearthdir Mhic Fhlannchadha, Aogdn, gur ‘ndisiunai nios gniomhai [i a dheirfiur chéile]
nd mar a bhi Seoirse, aisteach go leor’ (6)

/ Combhairle Cathrach
& Contae Luimnigh
A7 N -

é Limerick City
& County Council

The Clancy residence, Dun Guir, at Castleview Gardens in Thomondgate. _

Teach Mhic Fhlannchadha, Din Goir ag Gairdini Radharc an Chaisledin i Sparr Thuamhan.
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Victims: Michael O’Callaghan - ‘the Brains of Limerick Sinn Féin’
lospartaigh: Michedl O Ceallachdin - ‘Eirim Shinn Féin Luimnigh’

Michael ‘O’'Callaghan was born in Eden Terrace, Limerick city
in 1879, the son of Edward and Ellen O'Callaghan who owned
the successful City Tannery. Although ill-health prevented
him receiving formal childhood education, he was a natural
scholar and went on to qualify as an industrial chemist in
London. This equipped him to take over the running of the
family business, ultimately as managing director.

O'Callaghan came from what his wife, Kate, called ‘sound

national stock on both sides’. He maintained an active interest
in Irish revivalist culture through membership of the Gaelic
League and he strongly advocated for the strengthening

of Ireland’s native economy through his work with Irish
industrial associations.

Limerick Industrial Association.

(Man's Branch)

i —
President ; Sir Alexander Shaw, .F'P-
Vice-Presidents =

Rt. Worshipful the Mayor of Limerick

D. L. Roche, Ezq., 1.P. I E. Cole, Esq.

Archibald Murray, 24, i Rev. J. |- Dwidne, PP,
R. P, O"Connor, Eso. Patk. O Brien, Esq.

Committee :

Robert Dorman i Jolin Kerr, B.C. .
Thamas Geary | Teseph Galbraith -
{am-r!. Kirby Diavick Meany
*atrick Hannon I.-H. Enrght -
Patrick Bourke, B.C. I oM. Cusack
James Oy, .1 T homas O Neill
Chas. Johnzon, B.C. I. . O’Donovan

G Goodwin T, A Webberley

K. Gibson [. Henmessy

Hon. Treasurer ;. M. O"Callaghan, Esqg.

Hon, Secretary o Charles Close, BLA

Secretary @ Thomas & Lawler,

- 1 ;s ¥ il 3 fices 2o Thomas Strect, Lamensck.
This image is reproduced with the kind permission of the National Museum of Ireland. a . 39 ek =

Foilsitear an iomhd seo le caoinchead Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann.
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Rugadh Micheal O Ceallachain in Ardan Eidin, Cathair
Luimnigh sa bhliain 1879. Ba mhac le hEadbhard agus Eibhlin O
Ceallachain é, a bhi ina n-uinéiri ar Theanus rathuil na Cathrach.
Cé gur chuir drochshlainte cosc air 6 oideachas foirmiuil a fhail
agus é ina leanbh, ba scoladire 6 nadur é agus chailigh sé ina
dhiaidh sin mar phoitigéir tionsclaioch i Londain. Chabhraigh
seo leis ceannas a ghlacadh ar ghndthas an teaghlaigh a
reachtail, mar stidrthoir

Ba ‘sliocht cheart ndisidnach ar an da thaobh’ é muintir

Ui Cheallachain, dar lena bhean chéile, Cait. Bhi spéis
ghniomhach i gcénai aige i gcultir athbheochana na hEireann
agus ba bhall de Chonradh na Gaeilge € agus thacaigh sé go
laidir le todhchai gheilleagrach dhidchasach na hEireann trid
an obair a rinne sé le Cumann Forbartha Tionscail na hEireann.

bainistiochta, ar deireadh thiar.

€. O’Caliaghan & Son,

Tanners & Curriers,

HARDWEARING SOLE BUTTS AND BENDS,
Made from Irish and South American Hides.

Black & Brown Harness Leather
In Sides and Backs made from Irish Hides.

CITY TANNERY, LIMERICK,

AN E

84 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CORK.

_H-%M

Ask pour shoemaker 1o sole pour Boors with
O'CALLAGHANS' Sole Leathenr.

CUBLIN ACENT 2

E. J. LONG, 16 Capel Strect, and 5 Up. Stephen Street,
DUBRLIMN,
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Born in 1885, Kate O’Callaghan (née Murphy) was a native of Lissarda, county
Cork. She earned a degree from the Royal University and succeeded her
sister as senior lecturer in education at Limerick’s Mary Immaculate College
in 1912. She became very active in local nationalist politics as a founder
member of Limerick Cumann na mBan. She met Michael through her
involvement in the Gaelic League and they married in 1914.

Image courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.

Rugadh sa bhliain 1885 Cait (Ni Mhurcht) Ui Cheallachdin agus ba é Lios
Ardachaidh i gContae Chorcai a hadit duchais. Bhain si céim amach 6n Ollscoil
Rioga, agus thdinig si in ionad a deirféar mar léachtoir sinsearach san
oideachas ag Coladiste Mhuire gan Smal, Luimneach sa bhliain 1912. D’éirigh si
an-ghniomhach sa pholaitiocht ndisiinach dititil; ba bhall bunaidh bhrainse
Luimnigh de Chumann na mBan i. Chas si le Micheadl trid an mbaint a bhi aici i
gConradh na Gaeilge. Pésadh iad sa bhliain 1914.

Courtest Leabharlann Ndisitinta na hEireann.

OO

lospartaigh: Michedl O Ceallachdin - ‘Eirim Shinn Féin Luimnigh’

O’Callaghan also participated in local nationalist politics.
According to Kate, he joined Limerick’s original Sinn Féin club
in 1905 and was a member of its O'Rahilly Club when he died.
However, he was also active in the Home Rule movement
through his involvement with the All for Ireland League and
as a founder member of the Limerick branch of the Irish
Nation League in 1976.

O’'Callaghan was a prime mover in the establishment of
the Limerick Irish Volunteers and he sat on the executive
committee until 1916. Following the Easter Rising, he
served as treasurer of the Limerick branch of the National
Aid Association and Volunteers' Dependants Fund and he
agitated for republican prisoner release. Like Clancy, he
campaigned for Sinn Féin in the 1917 East Clare by-election
and the General Election of 1918.

Ghlac O Ceallachdin pdirt freisin sa pholaitiocht ndisiinach.
De réir Chait, ghlac sé le ballraiocht de chéad chumann
Shinn Féin Chathair Luimnigh sa bhliain 1905 agus ba bhall
de Chumann Ui Rathaille Shinn Féin € nuair a fuair sé bads.
Bhi baint ghniomhach aige freisin, afach, sa ghluaiseacht
ar son Rialtas Duchais trid an bpairt a bhi aige sa Chonradh
Uile-Eireann agus mar bhall bunaidh bhrainse Chonradh
Ndisitin na hEireann i Luimneach i Medn Fémhair 1976.

Ba é O Ceallachdin an priomhthionscndir freisin maidir le
brainse Luimnigh d'Oglaigh na hEireann a bhund agus
shuigh sé ina choiste feidhmidchain go dti 1916. | ndiaidh
Eiri Amach na Cdsca, d’oibrigh sé mar chisteoir bhrainse
Luimnigh den Chumann Cunaimh Naisiunta agus Chiste
Chleithidnaithe na nOglach agus rinne sé agdid ar son
priosunaigh phoblachtacha a scaoileadh. Cosudil le Mac
Fhlannchadha, rinne sé feachtas ar son Shinn Féin i
bhfothoghchan Oirthear an Chlair 1917 agus in
Olltoghchan 1918.

Cothcualetc Lutmnige.

Wpyg olermud na ccadiedd,
iTown Clerk’s Qffgel,

halla na catrad,
CTown Hall),

Luminead, 26th January, l?!l,

a U-&m&
~¥ou -are summoned to -attend a QUARTERLY

MEETING. of the. Borough Gouncil to be held in

the Coungil Chamber, Town :Hall, Rutland St.;on

Mmﬂnmﬁ;g;fgﬁ_”ﬂay of JANUARY, 1921, it'12

?‘?ﬁcbk. -n'{:-mi. ‘to “dispose of the "fp'llbw'in g busj itess,

viz.— : '

-  :STA TU;TﬁR*r’ ‘BUSINESS—

=

1 To élect a member.of the Countil to fill the oificé of Mayor of
the City for onc.-year in -succession-to the Right -Worshipful
~Michael O'Callaghan, Mayor for 1926:31 ;' to inistal His-Wotship
intc office 5f the l:ﬂg:!;nt:‘il shiould zo'décidé ; and. o fix the silary

to he paid to the'member to be appointed to said office. £

2 To select thrée persohs qualified to fill the gffice of High Sheriff.

According to Kate, her husband rejected entreaties to serve a second mayoral term,
saying that ‘one year of the Mayoralty under present circumstances was the most that
could be expected from even the best citizen of the Republic’.

Dar le Cait, dhiultaigh a fear céile impi a rinneadh chun an dara téarma a chaitheamh
mar mhéara, agus duirt si ‘nach bhféadfadh suil a bheith leis go gcaithfeadh fiu an

saoranach is fearr sa Phoblacht nios mo na bliain amhain ina Mhéara faoi na cuinsi i
lathair na huaire’.

O’'Callaghan’s own career as a public representative
commenced with his election to Limerick Corporation in
1911 and culminated in his inauguration as Sinn Féin mayor
of Limerick city in January 1920. By then, politics was his
particular focus (according to Kate, he had become ‘the
brains of [Limerick] Sinn Féin’) and he did not hold IRA rank
during the War of Independence.

Cuireadh tus le gairm bheatha féin Ui Cheallachain mar
ionadai poibli nuair a toghadh é le Bardas Luimnigh sa
bhliain 1911 agus rinneadh é a insealbhd, ar deireadh, mar
mhéara Shinn Féin Chathair Luimnigh in Eanair 1920. Faoin
trath sin, dhirigh s€ ar an bpolaitiocht, ach go hairithe (ba
‘eirim Shinn Féin [Luimnigh]’ anois é faoin trath sin, dar le
Cait) agus ni raibh céim san IRA bainte amach aige i rith
Chogadh na Saoirse.

IRISH NATION LEAGUE.

— ————

BRANCH FORMED IN LIMERICK

The Irish Nation League was cstablished
at o great public mecting in Limerick, the
hall being crowded to its utmost eapacity,
the greatest enthusiasm prevailing. Coun-
cillor dM. O'Callaghan presded, Mr. Ste-
phen M. O Mara acting as seeretary to the
meeting.  Mr. M. Lynch, J.P., Omagh, de
livered an address explanatory of the ob-
cets of the Leazue — Home Rule for all

reland, &c., and denounecing the partition
policy. AMr. O'donovan proposing the for-
mation of the “ Treaty” Branch, said the
peopie of the North never wanted their
assislance more. It was absolutely neeces-
sary that the new organisation shonld be
independent of any Parlinmentary Party.
Ar. P. Bourke «aid lie had been a witness
to the decay of the National enuse. Tor
vears he had sat with Mr. Redmond on the
National Dircctory—or rather the three
mystery men—and found these were not
the servants of the people, but the arro-
gant masters.

Derry Journal, 18 September 1916




lospartaigh: Michedl O Ceallachdin - ‘Eirim Shinn Féin Luimnigh’

Shortly after lam on the morning of 7 March 1921, two men
disguised with goggles and hats called to the O'Callaghan

residence, St Margaret’'s on the North Strand, and demanded

that Michael come to the door. Assured that they were

Crown officers, and as accustomed to raids as the Clancys,
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he and Kate went down. When Kate opened the door the e — N e TR T o

men opened fire at close quarters and, despite her strenuous

attempt to protect him, Michael was

mortally wounded.

Go gairid i ndiaidh Tam ar maidin an 7 Mdrta 1921, thug

beirt fhear faoi bhréagriocht cuairt ar ait chonaithe Ur
Cheallachain, Bailtin Thobar Madiréead, ar an Tra Thuaidh agus
d’iarr siad go dtiocfadh Micheal chuig an doras. Bhi sé chomh
taithioch céanna ar ruathair na bpadilini agus a bhi muintir
Mhic Fhlannchadha, agus rinne sé féin agus Cait a d’iarr siad.
Nuair a d’oscail siad an doras, thosaigh na fir ag scaoileadh
piléir leis i ngar do agus, in ainneoin na n-iarrachtai mora

a rinne a bhean chéile chun é a chosaint, gortaiodh O

Ceallachain go marfach.

\l/ Listen to Kate O’Callaghan’s account of her

husband’s murder, read by Dawn Bradfield ‘ ))

Eist le cuntas Chdit Ui Cheallachdin ar dhiunmharu
a fear chéile. A Iéamh ag Dawn Bradfield

LIMERICE MURDERS, — Coun-
otllor Michael O'Callaghan, an ex-
of Limerick, who was shob
dead st his home, despite ihq
bexoic efforts of his wile,

/ Combhairle Cathrach
— & Contae Luimnigh
Aﬁé Limerick Cit
immeric 1y
& County Council
Kate O’Callaghan (centre), with her sister and a maid at St Margaret’s.
Reproduced with the kind permission of Patricia Haselbeck ©The Haselbeck Collection.

Cait Ui Cheallachdin, a deirfitr, agus seirbhiseach ag Bailtin Thobar Mdiréad.

Foilsitear an iomhd le caoinchead Patricia Haselbeck ©The Haselbeck Collection. . .
Daily Mirror, 11 March 1921 An Roinn Turaséireachta, Cultiiir,
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‘Ireland and the World stand appalled
‘Ta uafds ar Eirinn agus ar an Domhan ...’

Corhcualact Luimnige.
e e e g B

o1ptd cleirid na catnrad,
iTown Clerk's Office).
halla na catracg,
{(Town Hullj,

Luiminead. 12th March, 1921,
a Cana.

You are summoned to attend a SPECIAL
MEETING of the Borough Council to be held
in the Luunml (hamber Town Hall, Rutland St,,
" on 'FHW 16th dayv of MARCH, 1921, at
ﬁ{? o'clock, p.m., to dispose ol the following

business, viz.— &

SPECIAL BUSINESS—

1 To consider situation of the Corporation arising out of murders
of Mayor and Ex-Mayor and take any necessary action thereon.

2 To read correspondence on various matters and resolutions
received from Public Bodies.

3 To consider any matter which the Mayor (or Chairman) may
bring specially before the Meeting.

g~ Your attendance at said meeting is requested.

(By order)

Falon @lerh

-

NIGHT OF HORROR IN|
mmcn:.

Mayor and EI—Iajar
Shot in Their Homes.

—

WIVES' HEROIC STRUGGLE. \

LADY MAYORESS WOUNDED. |

A Thirﬁrﬁgeda-

YOUNG MAR: THE VICTIM.

—— ¥ |

e rrr———

Limerick Chronicle, 8 March 1921
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AWEFUL HAPPENENGS

IN LIMZ “RICK

MOST PROMINENT OF
CITIZEN'S SLAIN

e

IN THEIR OWN HOME

ALD. MacCURTAINS END
RECALLED

MASKED MARAUDERS KILL
THEM BEFORE WIVES

MAYORESS ALSO SHOT,

Limerichk and - Ircland stand !
-.-:rpnuiud at thr: awrul dolugs,

Irish Independent, 8 March 1921

HAYOR 13D EX-MAYOR |

MURDER 3

SHHT ﬂEAﬂ IH THEIH OWH

‘HOMES.

TRAGIC NIGHT IN -

LIMERICK

WWES W1TNESS GHASTLTI

THﬁGED[ES

— s

WLLL HHDWN ElTIIl;H ni

ALSO " SLAIN.

Ulster Herald, 12 Mach 1921

=id, bad Fr. Thillp sdsinistersd the last
ritey of Lbe Cheech, The ax-Marer disd |-
B a very short lhwe aftetwanis.

Ar a rewult ol dhe wioleses Toflieted
A M. O°Calfaghsm In hee pallant st-
Lemal o wave her heskard she I In
bed suifering from injuries to the hip,
flds and head.

TO THE MAYOR'S THEN

BODY RIDDLED AND WIFE
WOUNDED.

Wem mibules later, pbaal V.H, a party of
men, salal to bo three in nambeer, galiod
wl (ke reeddemos of Al UGporge Ulapxr,
Maror of Limerick, who residled nt Cestfe:
Faloewt (Rawhens, Thamendgate, =itk his wife
|11".i ppesl 1ot b imedaw,

In resgpoiee bo Rsud Enockimg st the dboar, |

i!-:llh Clnney opeoed it Miiﬁiug thal iF was
1ome of Abe wemnl ralds by Crowa Foroes.
'h'-t wad followed ini¢ the hall Be her

hishend. dml war eaafesnied By X mer.

NIGHT OF MURDER

SHOT

|WIVES’ STRUGGLE WITH
ABMED MEN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

fanss way ab once demanded, ¥ ¥ epeaed
the door,™ Meyl Clapey sald, “and goe
of the part= &uled, " [3 Clascy, here? Ay
himsband seplied that Lis napes fru.{.'iu-:;'.
Tha thres men wem wearing fawn-salpursd
averegats And cagm, aed the man whe apoko
bad pa prensascel scoent, beb apoke im
m enllured veles, 1la zabd to my hasbasd,
Comy gat bere, Claber.,” My hudbaed |
pefuied bo move, and ha Agaim uld. "ﬂﬁﬂvll
ot berel I'I.l-h then Fred Uhe =hoks thal
kalled h.lm 'Elnq of the msen eatried am
clewirie dash las=p,™

Oaly on Ban., lasl ihe feseral of !lel
Claney’s father, the late M. Timothy
Eilkary, teak plecs from tha howss.

Five military ofiters viited the houama
of the Bhive dectassd abd viewod the
Leolign, L0l expeciod (hal & @millkary im-
aiiry sill la held is cach oase.  Last pight

thoee werd slromper mlitary and .police
pratials ol gharl sptervale oa e sleecl.

Mewy Rov. e Waliinan sod Very Hew.
Coanpa  Ueiscall, JB, 5. Munchins,
visdeed the boeses of the dead snd praysd
fur thele pepowe, A0 the Boass of the lals
.:\hru! his Laosdship cecited the Hosary in
fap.

DUBLER CORPORATION ADJOURNS.

AL Iublin Cepporation mesting 1ba Lonl
Mavar resl s fedssrain fram A0 Mo

—-————————y

MAYOR AND EX-MAYOR
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THREE LIMERICK MURDERS
SENSATIONAL CRIMES.

—

Mayor and Ex-Mayor Shot in
Presence of Their Wives.

MAYORESS HIT BY A BULLET.

—

Three appalling murders were committed In
Limerick Iate on Bunday night or early yester-
day momlng, the victima being the Mayor
L(Alderman Clanoy), ihe ex-Mayer (Counclilor
O'Callaghan}, and a yiung man , named
O'Deneghue,

In the cases of the Mayor and u:l; Mayar, tha
_crimes wers perpetraled In thelr own bemes, in
the pressnce of their wives, who made frantic
efforts o gave thelr husbands, The Mayoress
hersoll was wounded.

O'Callaghan yas taken from bis lodgings and shot

© dead en the road.

Belfast Newsletter, 8 March 1921

MAYOR & EX-MAYOR SHOT
IN THEIR . HOMES

il

e

RAIDERS’ DOUBLEMURDER

- DUBLIN, Marcm 7.

The Times (London), 8 March 1921

AT - LIMERICK.

g

MAYORESS BADLY WOUNDED
IN THU STRUGGLE.

(Frcm our Special Gorrespon-ant.}

Manchester Guardian, 8 March 1921



‘Td uafds ar Eirinn agus ar an Domhan ...

MAYORAND EX-MAYOR
OF LIMERICK KILLED.

Third Victim in Midnight
Murder Raid.

~ WIFE WOUNDED,

"Women".ﬁ Struggles to Save
Husbands’ l.ives.

Daily Mirror, 8 March 1921

IRISH MAYORS
SLAIN IN BED

Clancy’s Wife Dies Defending
Him—O0’'Callaghan Other Vic-
tim of Blagk and Tans.

DLBLIN, Mareh T7.—Silxteen per-
| woms wrre killed im Ireland over the
| werk cnd, arcording to a rasualty
llst jasued ihis evéning. The liat
followsn: Seldiera, 0 policemen 4
and clvillans, T.

Washington Times, 9 March 1921

OO

—

| LIMERICK MAYOR

MURDERED IN BED
BY SINN FEINERS

FOURTH SINN FEIN MAYOR
TO BE MUEDERED WHILE
HOLDING OFFICE.

TIME OF SAME ATTACK

Centralia Evening Sentinel (lllinois), 7 March 1921

MAYOR OF LIMERICK
ISSHOT DRAD INBED

Ex-Mayor Is Also Killed in Resi-
dence, and Another Citizen
Is Killed in Field.

MAYOR’S WIFE SHOT IN ARM

She Makes Heroic Effort to Pro-
tect Her Husband, as Does
“Also Wife of the Ex-Mayor.

New York Times, 8 March 1921

9 MURDERS.

- LIMERICK

Mayor and Ex-Mayor of
Limerick Are Shot and.
Killed in Their Own!
Homes This Morning. |

|

CURFEW KEPT |

FAMILIES IN|

St Johns Daily Star (Newfoundland), 7 March 1921

Limerick Hortitied
A Night’s TTra,-gi:.: Outrage

Mayor and Ex-tMayor of City
Slain in their Home

Wite of Eachi Wounded

Ireland and the world stand appalled at the awful doings which
deprived Liumerick city of her two most prominent citizens, Aavor
Clancy and ex-Mayor O'Callaghan, in  the e¢arly morning hours  of
Monday, March 7th.

In both cases the fate of Lord Mavor MacCurtain was recalled in
every detail, hut i the present cases the brutality of the deeds was
much more pronounced, both Mavor and ex-Mavor being riddled with
bullets after receiving their death-wounds and as they lav prone on the
flonrs where thev fell i

[n these cases. too, the Mavors wile was shat in the arm, while
Myps. OCallaghan was badly maltreated 10 her efiorts to save her hos
band, being eventually thrown heavily to the floor beside her dving
husband, where she was found bv a maid. Both ladies behaved with
the utmost herceism,

To add to the night's horrors there has to be recorded also that a
voung man named Q'Donoghue, a prominent Gaelic Leaguer, belonging
to Rathduff, Westimeath, was taken from his residence and riddled with
bullets a short distance away.

West Australia Record, 16 April 1921
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‘A Day That Will Not Readily Fade from Public Memory’

‘La Nach Ligfidh an Pobal i nDearmad go Deo’

THE LIMERICK
TRAGEDIES.

Obsequiés _and Funeral.

(i | - 1
Impressive Secenes.
Thursdsy was observed sy & day of general
mourning In Limerick for the funerals of the
Mayor (Alderman QOeorge Clanoy), Counsillor
M'chael (’Callaghan (ex-Mayor), and. Mr Joseph
U'Donoghue, the viot‘ms of Mondasy morning'
appslliog murders, The prce'smation of the
Deputy Mayor was unsnimonsly scoeptel by the
oftizens without distinotion, and this was on'y to
be expecktsd haviog regard to tke feelings of
horror sud oconsteroaticn which the shootlogs
aroossd in the pablie mind, Buosiness of a.llkim:h
wss saspended on Th-‘ll.‘lﬂ'ljl' : .shop, office, and
faotory belog olosed down. It was a day that
will not readily fade from the publio memory and
will leave an-iodelible fmpression on all who
witasssed the solemn proceision ss it passed
through llll city.
' From an early hour io the mnrnint. long befors
the Bervies at Bt John's - Cathedral was
timed to eommence, people begaa to coogregats |
iu the strezts wonvergiog on the saored edifice, |
‘where the lying ip-itate took place the previous
day. Tlu demeanonr of the orowds was mosk
‘adifyleg. | Ic was fespectiul aod subdaed, as
beanme Lhe sad oocaricn, nad betokened a uh-!t- of
.a'm pesigoation and of deep sympathy with the
families ind relatives of the deoeased. The
Requiem Hl;ﬁ Maw in the (athedral commeaced
‘at 11 o'clock, and fu order to avoid congestion
| admiesion ko the saored edifies was by tioket,
| For » oonsiderable time before the gersmonies
e:mrasneed the Cathedral coutsined its full pom-
pl ment,| The utmost regulsrity and precision
were beacved in the admissions. Ths approsshes
| to the Cathedral were held by oordcns of Volun-
| teers, and as the ticket-holdet® oame along they
were shown to the places ailotted to them,
Thor ng biteh of any kied (look place.
The  Cathedral was drapsd fu  black, and
| the impressivaness of the service was soleman and
up;m!n:z to adegrae. Thefigures of the bereaved
ayoress and the ex-Lady Mayoress as they
' plﬂ'h‘.l ttth! tlaces allotted to them in Chureh
aroused b deep feelicg of pathos.  Both, however,
bore Lhe terrible ordeal we'l, and a* the conolusion
of the Mass they were emoorted to their carriages.

After Requiem Mass in St John's Cathedral, the three
murdered men were buried in the municipal cemetery,
Mount St Lawrence. Photographs of the funeral, a
huge civic event attended by the mayors of almost all
nationalist-controlled municipalities across Ireland,
appeared in several newspapers, including the Irish
Independent, Freeman’s Journal, Sunday Independent,

Daily Mail, & lllustrated London News.
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| ndiaidh Aifreann Eagnairce in Eaglais Naomh Eoin,
cuireadh an tridr fear a dunmharaiodh i reilig na
cathrach, Cnocan San Labhrds. Foilsiodh grianghraif den
tsochraid, imeacht ollmhaor cathartha ar fhreastail méarai
0 beagnach gach bardas faoi riald naisianaithe ar fud

na hEireann air, i roinnt nuachtdn, The Irish Independent,
Freeman’s Journal, The Sunday Independent, The Daily

Mail, agus lllustrated London News san direamb~h.

mourmers carrying wreaths and recitiog the rosary as they followed the coffin containiog @
remainy of Alderman Claney st Limcrick, [ Dty 2
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Ti'l-l fl.lﬂﬂl'ﬂf of the martyred threo was of imposing dimansions.  In additio n to the citizens, public bedies from | ox-Mayer, and Mr, J. 0'Donoghus; another prominent lssnl Ropublican, murdercd in thair homes. Our pl'n.turu

maay parts of Iroland were represente d.

THE BURIAL OF THE MAYOR AND
EX-MAYOR OF LIMERICK (SHOT AT THEIR HOMES) -THE SCENE BY THE GRAVES

e AN IRISH TRAGEDY ON THE SINN FEIN SIDE :

Impressive scanas n.'crl witnossed In Limerick 2t the funerals of Aldermans Glancy, Mayor, Mr.

" irl'l?llf!ﬁthu ,BI"“"‘, of ,,‘:‘m"l“ in his splscopal robes ot the graveside.
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‘A Day That Will Not Readily Fade from Public Memory' ‘La Nach Ligfidh an Pobal i nDearmad go Deo’
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Perpetrators: ‘Extreme Republicans'?
Déantairi: ‘Poblachtaigh Mhora’?
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Under the Restoration of Order in Ireland Act of 1920, military courts of inquiry replaced coroners’ inquests in several Irish
counties. The benches comprised three military personnel, who were not required to have legal or military training.

Thdinig ctirteanna fiosrichdin mileata in ionad ionchoisni créinéiri i roinnt contaetha in Eirinn faoin Restoration of Order in Ireland Act, 1920.
Bhi an chuirt comhdhéanta de thritr oifigeach airm ndr gha déibh oilitint dli né leighis a bheith acu.

OO

A military court of inquiry into the murders opened

on 7 March, but immediately adjourned until after the
funerals. Hearings commenced on 11 March and 15
witnesses gave evidence. All but five were members of

the Crown Forces.

Mary Clancy and Kate O'Callaghan refused to attend,
arguing that military courts were ‘but a farce and a
travesty of justice’. And, to their minds, the Curfew
Murders inquiry bore this out; they believed that the
court’s finding that O'Donoghue, O'Callaghan, and

Clancy had been wilfully murdered ‘by persons unknown’

was a deliberate obfuscation of the fact that they had

been killed by Crown Forces.

HEART AND ERAIN OF IT.

PRIEST ON LIMERICK VICTIMS®
CONNECTION WITH SINN FEIN.

There was no appearance for the next-of-kin
nor were the widows of the Mayor und ex-Mayor
present at the military inquiry into the Limerick
murders.

Mrs. O'Callaghan has written to the press
refusing to recognise the tribunul, while expressing
readiness to give evidence before a jury of her
fellow-countrymen.

Therc was no evidence save that of medienl
witnesses, and a clergymuon with reference to
the murder of Mr. O'Callaghan and the Mayor,
Abr. Clancy.

All the witnesses stated that the Muoyor and ex-
Muayor were of inoderate views., The clergyman
said O'Callaghan was the brain of Sinn Fein,
whila Clancey was the heart.—Daily Skeich.

RIC Weekly Summary, 18 March 1921
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Cuireadh tus le cudirt mhileata imeachta ar na
dunmharuithe an 7 Mdrta, ach cuireadh ar athlo
laithreach € go dti go raibh na sochraidi thart. Cuireadh
tus le heisteachtai an 11 Marta agus thug 15 fhinné fianaise
i rith dha la. Ba bhaill d’Fhorsai na Coronach a bhi suite go

haitidil gach duine seachas cuigear.

Dhidltaigh Maire Mhic Fhlannchadha agus Cait Ui
Cheallachain freastal, agus duirt siad nach raibh sna
himscraduithe siad ‘ach cur i gcéill agus an ceartas a
chur as riocht’, agus gur dheimhnigh an fiosridchan

ar Dhunmharuithe an Chuirfid é seo doibh, dar leo.
Chreid siad go ndearna an cinneadh a rinne an chudirt,
go ndearna ‘daoine anaithnide’ © Donnchadha, O
Ceallachain agus Mac Fhlannchadha a dhunmharu
go toilidil, an fhirinne a dhoiléirid - gurbh iad Forsai na

Coronach a mharaigh iad.

. ————

LETTEH Fﬂon MRS OCALLAGHAN.,

Tha'futluwing letter was a.ddraued to the Prezs
on Thursday evening ! —
SR legirn ¢, Limerick,
< £.10/3'21, 5
““ DEAR 1R, -1 have receivid & riquest from
the wilitary to attend a military court of inguairy
f ~morrow with r.ference to the murder of my
I hvsbadd, Miehae! O Callsghan. I am guite willing
! to appear befo.o a jury of my countrymen, and to
give evidence and every msaistacce. I shall not
nttend any military coart of inquiry, as 1 bulia?m
I thit these caurts are but a farce and a tra?ut?
of justice. I have meveral times conveyed my
degizion on this point to those conscerned,
““ Faithfally yours,

“R. OCaLrAGEAN."
e = . N-ﬂ Y _:_,_




Perpetrators: ‘Extreme Republicans'? Déantdiri: ‘Poblachtaigh Mhora’?

-
James Roberts, one of two local doctors to give evidence to the court. A graduate
of Dublin’s Catholic University Medical School, he lived and practiced at 13 Mallow

Street. Roberts went to St Margaret’s on the night of the murders to attend to
Michael O’Callaghan.

Ba é James Roberts ar cheann de dha dochttiri ditiila fianaise don chdirt a
thabhairt. Bhain sé céim amach 6 Ollscoil Scoil Leighis Chaitliceach agus mhair sé
agus d’oibrigh sé ar Shraid Mala. Ar an oiche na dunmharuithe, chuaigh sé go dti
Bailtin Thobar Mdiréad oiche chun ciiram leighis a thabhairt do Mhichedl. ()

OO

The court’s questioning of key witnesses was, at the very
least, culpably incompetent. But firm evidence has yet
to emerge that it consciously engaged in a cover-up.
Limerick's military commander, A. R. Cameron, alone
addressed the issue of the perpetrators’ identities and
he strongly argued for ‘the extreme improbability of the
Crown Forces being connected with the crimes'. For
while O'Callaghan and Clancy were certainly ‘advanced
Sinn Féin politicians and connected with the Republican
Army ... they were opposed to violence and did their best
to prevent outrages'. It therefore seemed to Cameron
‘incredible that people should believe that, for no
apparent reason, Forces of the Crown should select two
victims who were generally supposed to be amongst
the influential party of citizens who had striven to keep

the peace’.

Ba mhi-éifeachtach agus lochtach, ar a laghad, an
ceistiu a rinne an chuairt ar phriomhfhinnéithe. Ach ni
raibh aon fhianaise dhaingean ann go ndearna an
chdirt é seo a cheilt go coinsiasach. Nior phléigh ach
ceannasai mileata Chathair Luimnigh, R. P. Cameron
ceist aitheantais na ndéantoiri agus rinne sé argoint
laidir ar son ‘neamhdhdchulacht mhor a bheith ann

go raibh Forsai na Coronach pdirteach sna coireanna..
Cé gur chinnte gur ‘ardpholaiteoiri Shinn Féin [O
Ceallachain agus Mac Fhlannchadha] agus go raibh
siad bainteach leis an Arm Poblachtach ... chuir siad in
aghaidh foréigin agus rinne siad a ndicheall ionsaithe
a chosc’. Cheap sé, ar an abhar sin, gur ‘dochreidte do
gur cheart go gceapfadh daoine go roghnodh Forsai na
Coronach beirt iospartach gan cuis shoiléir a bheith leis,
daoine a cheap an moramh a bhi mar bhall de phairti
morthionchair na saoranach a bhi medite ar an

tsiochdin a chothd’

Fr Philip Murphy was appointed mayoral chaplain by Michael O’Callaghan on his
election in January 1920 and he remained in the role when George Clancy took
office. He gave last rites to both on the night of their murders and was, in Mary
Clancy’s words, ‘a source of help and consolation’ to their widows ‘during all that
terrible time’. Fr Philip told the court of inquiry that Mr O’Callaghan was the brains
of [Limerick] Sinn Féin and Mr Clancy was the heart’.

Cheap Michedl O Ceallachdin an tAthair Pilib O Murchii d’Ord na mBrdithe Miontra
ina shéiplineach leis an méara nuair a toghadh € in Eandir 1920 agus bhi an rél

seo fos aige nuair a ghlac Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha leis an oifig. Chuir sé an

ola dheireanach ar oiche a ndinmharuithe ar an mbeirt agus, dar le Mdire Mhic
Fhlannchadha, sholathair sé ‘cabhair agus solds’ da mbaintreacha ‘i rith na tréimhse
uasfdsai sin go léir’ Ddirt an tAthair Pilib leis an gciirt imeachta ‘Ba é an tUasal O
Ceallachdin éirim Shinn Féin [Luimnigh] agus ba é tUasal Mac Fhlannchadha croi
Shinn Féin [Luimnigh]’ (8)

The mayoral Catholic chaplain, Fr Philip, provided
unwitting support for this theory by describing
O'Callaghan and Clancy in similar terms: O'Callaghan was
‘most moderate in his views and a peace-loving man’
and ‘a restraining influence’ on militant republicans, and

Clancy ‘was of the same thinking'.

Thug séiplineach Caitliceach an mhéara, an tAthair Pilib,
tacaiocht i ngan fhios lena theoiric trina mhacasamhail
de chur sios a dhéanamh ar O Ceallachdin agus Mac
Fhlannchadha: Bhi O Ceallachdin ‘an-mheasartha

O thaobh a thuairimi agus bhi sé go mor ar son

na siochana’agus ‘d’imir sé tionchar srianta’ ar
phoblachtaigh mhileatacha, agus ‘bhi an meon

céanna’ag Mac Fhlannchadha.

Archibald Cameron, described by Thomas Toomey as ‘an honourable man
[who] seems to have deluded himself into thinking that elements of the
Crown Forces could not have carried out the killings’.

De réir an starai Tomds O Tuama, ‘fear uasal [é A. Cameron] agus caithfidh go
raibh dul amu air gur cheap sé nach bhféadfadh Forsai na Coronach na maruithe
a dhéanamh’ (9)
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Heandouarters, 6th Divislion,

g [ I forwmamxd the procesdings of tha Court of Inguiry Liald
on the deaths of Ceorge Clancy, Mayor of Limerick City, Michael
0'callaphan and Joseph O'Donoghua,

B The evidence digeloassd no clue to tha mirdarars, I hava
1ittls doubt myself that the murders were committed by tha extrems
republicana because Clancy and 0'Calleghan reaisted sugmeations

for outragea on Lhea Crown Forces,

The troanguility of Limariek Clty has long bean a aourpe

o

of ‘annovance: to the extromlsta, 'The axtremists by endeavourdng Lo

wout the blame on the Crown Forees hope to ralse a feeling apalnst

am which will onable tham Lo provole atlacks onthe Crown "oroes.

&
| Fp# ] & p el

Ge Civillans consider that after Curfew hours it 1s ilmpossible
to move about the streacta on dccount ol thse mamber of tha troops

or police on duty and that nccordingly a murder 1 only be-committed
with tha connivanca of tha Croan Foroes,

Tha patrel found by the troops for 24 hours duty doss
not patrol much after curfes houraj it has nad & pretty hard days
work by 10,p.ms I realy on it by an occcaslonal patrol duping curfew
houra and alsb on eddltlonal patroiling by the searchlight lorry
to gee that the curfew regulations are not flagrantly broken and
to datect an unlawlful assemdly of any aize. '

It vould requlre some 6 time y - roamk
to ba able Lo stop the movemeantd ol partles or
fny to eacnpo detsotlon, '

5. ol man on-duty
o o three atriv-

4, I am not satlsflied with the avidence of ths sentry of the
lat Oxfordshire & Backinghamshire L.IL. aspaclally in vien ol an

arder I recently lasued that puards should bs prepared to proceeid
*o the geane of firine in thalir nelphbourhbod,

I conglddr that 'a lock of enerpy and Initiatlive was shown
and I am polng Tfarther into tho case,

ible hins been done Lo show aympatny with

O Everytnling po
an ag I'ar as

the tonnaman and relatives and to endeavour to soft
poasibla Lhe feeling roaised by the murders,

I gttached (Marked "A") & leotter I sent to the Town Cleric,
The Brigade Major took thia letter personally and Informed the
corporation that I was prepared to take agtion to show my aympathy
b Ary BT :'-.'T,E,n‘,l'."l WPERZ3 ..:..Il_i.i."-.?q.

G Tha funeral which was very larpely attendad passed
quie®dy;

I ettach a 1onttar t:.--l‘:::_'-'_"_ et ”.:' whlch I cauvaad to be addross=—

ed to tha Peputy Eayoer informing him that I would not Anterfere if
1t oould be avolded, Troops were drawn up inoslde Oranance Barracks
and tha funeral was .!.:-.:a;;{-?;t,a;.l by a Senlcor Off'icer as it passed
that I:"': AGE o Thare was nothlng to obisct to in the _I'Jmﬂ.'f'l;ij.ﬂ{_'.ﬂ-t

Te The Court of Ingquiry was boyeoittad by the relatives of
the deceased and tha Corporation.

The Inquiry was held in ths Court House and was open to
tha pablic but no one atterxied.

-1~ Thirty/-

Far more credible to Cameron was the theory that O'Callaghan
and Clancy had been killed by the militants that they tried to
restrain. He reported to his superiors that he had ‘little doubt ...
that the murders were committed by the extreme republicans
because Clancy and O'Callaghan resisted suggestions for

outrages on the Crown Forces'.

Cameron adduced as evidence documents seized during a

raid on IRA GHQ in Dublin which laid bare frustration on the
part of the East Limerick Brigade at perceived inactivity in the
county’'s two other brigade areas, particularly Mid Limerick
where ‘possibly 400 rifles were lying idle’. By eliminating
O’Callaghan and Clancy, republican radicals hoped to remove
their restrictive influence on IRA activity in Limerick city, and
‘provoke attacks on the Crown Forces’ who would, inevitably,
be blamed for their deaths. Although this explanation took no
account of O'Donoghue’s murder, it became established as the

Crown line.

Click here to read Cameron’s evidence to the court
Clicedil anseo chun fianaise Cameron a [éamh
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Bhi an teoiric i bhfad nios inchreidte do Cameron gur
mharaigh na mileataigh ceannann céanna a rinne siad a
shrianadh O Ceallachdin agus Mac Fhlannchadha. Thug

sé le fios da lucht ceannais ‘[ba] bheag amhras a bhi air ...
go ndearna na poblachtaigh mhora na dunmharuithe mar
gheall gur chuir O Ceallachdin agus Mac Fhlannchadha in

aghaidh ionsaithe a dhéanamh ar Fhorsai na Coronach’.

Sholathair Cameron cadipéisi a gabhadh i rith ruathair a
tugadh ar Cheanncheathru Ghinearalta an IRA i mBaile

Atha Cliath mar fhianaise a léirigh go soiléir an frustrachas

a bhi ar Bhriogaid Oirthear Luimnigh mar gheall ar an
neamhghniomhaiocht a tugadh faoi deara sa da limistéar
briogadide eile sa chontae, go hairithe Luimneach Lair, ait
‘nach raibh Usaid @ baint as tuairim is 400 raidhfil’. Tri O
Ceallachain agus Mac Fhlannchadha a mhard, bhi sdil ag
radacaithe poblachtacha ni hamhain leis an tionchar srianta
a d’imir siad ar IRA Chathair Luimnigh a bhaint, ach ‘ionsaithe
a spreagadh ar Fhorsai na Coronach’ agus chuirfi an locht

air seo as a mbasanna. In ainneoin nar cuireadh bas Ui
Dhonnchadha i gcuntas in aon chor, glacadh leis, le himeacht
ama, gurbh é an miniu seo ar Dhunmharuithe an Chuirfid

tuairim oifigiuil na Coronach.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uEJlCyQh9DH9jK8o2iPYU0ZYckw_XaEF/view?usp=sharing

cimerick Curfew Murders

MARCH

CASE OF MICHAEL (’CALLAGHAN

PRESENTED WIDOW

Perpetrators: ‘Hired English Assassins’?

Déantoiri: ‘Feallmharfoiri Sasanacha ar Fostu’?

The suggestion that ‘extreme republicans’ were
responsible for the Curfew Murders was roundly rejected
by nationalists in Limerick, for whom the culpability of
Crown Forces was never in doubt. Kate O'Callaghan was
especially contemptuous. Certain that ‘this story of a Sinn
Féin murder gang was planned when the murders were
being planned’, she embarked on a campaign to bring
the truth out through an independent public inquiry.
When this was rejected by British prime minister David
Lloyd George, she published and circulated the Limerick

Curfew Murders.

Nior chreid na nadisiunaithe i Luimneach gurbh iad

‘ooblachtaigh mhaora’ a bhi freagrach as Dunmharuithe

an Chuirfidg, agus ni raibh amhras ar bith orthu riamh
ach gurbh iad Forsai na Coronach a bhi ciontach. Bhi
Cait Ui Cheallachain go mor ina aghaidh seo. Chreid
sigo laidir go raibh ‘scéal seo dhrong dhunmharaithe
Shinn Féin beartaithe nuair a bhi na dunmharuithe

a bpleanail’, agus thug si faoi fheachtas chun firinne
an scéil a chur amach tri fhiosrdchan poibli. Nuair a
dhidltaigh Phriomh-Aire na Breataine, Lloyd George,é

seo, d'fhoilsigh si the Limerick Curfew Murders.
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THE IR15H THENSELVES,

AT NO LONGER PAYS!

{LL CYD) GEORGE WASHINGTON !

na hEireann..

Claims that Crown Forces’ atrocities had been committed by republicans themselves were commonplace at the time and, as these Sunday Independent cartoons
illustrate, David Lloyd George and the Irish secretary, Sir Hamar Greenwood, were widely ridiculed for them in the Irish nationalist press.

Ba choitianta gur maiodh ag an trath sin go ndearna na poblachtaigh féin ainghniomhartha Fhérsai na Cordnach, agus faoi mar a léiritear sna cartiin seo i nuachtdn
an Sunday Independent, rinneadh ceap magaidh go forleathan fairsing de Lloyd George agus de Rinai na hEireann, Sir Hamar Greenwood, i nuachtdin ndisitinacha

Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

'LETTER FROM MRS
0 CALLAGHAN |

rlamnnda Full lnquiry Beforo a Ju;ry

To-day’s *‘ Freeman ” gays :=In the course pt a
statement istned to the Press, Mre O'Callaghan,
widow of the ex-Mayor of leuriuk, who was,

hot ‘'on Maroh 7th, says those who shot ‘her
ruaband do oot belong to the Republican Army,
who proteoted him after he had received his firet
death notice, similarin terms to that received hjr;
the Lord Mayor of Cork. ‘

She ssys that during his Mayoralty he tulﬂumf
slept at home, 'When hs did he was pmtuuuﬁ by
s gunrd of the Irish Republican Army. T

Crown forcee first raided their hotise last August,
and also cn 8hrove Teeeday nighc a party of-ppltm_-
visited it, some of whom were meoacing. | Bhe
believed her husband owed his life on that onoﬂsinn

‘0 the presence and restraining influence of two
[rishmen members of the cld R.I.C.
During the raic Mrs O’Callaghan was asked

agsin and again if she bslieved in murder. ‘A

gurious guesticn,” she adds, ** t)» put to the wife
o: the mao whom Géberal Cameron -now nu.t.ll to
have been Oppoaed t3 viclence.”

H’ﬂﬂﬂ referred to snother raid on their hm:lne,
Mrs O Calaghan says Curfew and Martial Law
put an end to their living under the pretection of
theit Repabliean guard, because hev husband was
unwilling to j&upudlu their lives.

Blie adds : “‘The * extremists * kept their truat.
They did their duty well, and now it is one of my
proudest memories that they guarded him living
‘and dead,”

SHe demands full ind open inquiry before a jary
of her countrymen/and uuuntu-ywumuu into the
murder of her hnahnnd.

Limerick Chronicle, 15 March 1921




Déantoiri: ‘Feallmharfoiri Sasanacha ar Fostu’?

In the Limerick Curfew Murders, O'Callaghan charged

that the murders had been the work of ‘hired English
assassins’, specifically a five-strong ad hoc police death
squad operating out of Cruise’s Hotel which was providing

a city base for RIC Auxiliary Division cadets at the time.

In the scenario that the pamphlet presented, all five were
involved in the murder of Joseph O’'Donoghue; three

then proceeded to kill George Clancy, the two others her
husband. And, although she did not refer to him by name,
O'Callaghan clearly identified one of the latter’s assassins:
George Nathan, a section leader and intelligence officer

with RIC Auxiliary Division ‘G Company’ based in Killaloe.

Her evidence for this was his accent. She had first
encountered Nathan at a dance in January 1921, and he led
a police raid on St Margaret’s in late February, after which
she and Michael discussed his ‘charming and cultivated
voice'. So, although Nathan was disguised on the night,
she immediately recognised his voice and declared herself
‘prepared to swear that [he] guided the murderers to our

house and helped to murder my husband'.

MURDERED. MAYOR

English Inquirers Into Limerick
Tragedy

Freeman’s Journal, 12, 28 April 1921

O’Callaghan’s demand for an independent public inquiry had the
support of several MPs. They rejected as ‘a mockery of justice’
Lloyd George’s offer to reopen the military court instead.

Dhiultaigh Ui Cheallachdin agus a lucht tacaiochta sa pharlaimint
an fhrith-thairiscint a rinne sé chunan armchdirt imeachta a
athoscailt chun ‘ceap magaidh a dhéanamh den cheartas’

@ CLICK ON HEADLINE TO READ THE REPORT

OO

Sa phaimflead seo, rinne Ui Cheallachain an argaoint
gurbh é a rinne na dunmharuithe na scuad maraithe
ad hoc cuigear pailini a bhi ag oibrit é Ostan Cruise, a
bhiina bhunait sa chathair do dhaltai Rannog na paoilini
Cunta den RIC ag an trath sin, baill de ‘Complacht G’ san

aireamh, a bhi suite i gCill Dalua.

De réir Ui Cheallachain, rinne roinnt den drong seo, no
gach duine diobh, I6saef O Donnchadha a dhinmhard,
agus thug triar diobh faoi Sheoirse Mac Fhlannchadha
a mharu ina dhiaidh, fad a thug an bheirt eile faoi
Mhiched! O Ceallachdin a mharu. Agus cé ndr ainmnigh
si é, ba shoiléir go ndearna Cait ceannasai rannoige

agus oifigeach faisnéise ‘Complacht G, George Montagu

O’Callaghan’s thesis drew on Dr Roberts’ evidence to the court of inquiry. He stated that he had met five or six men on Sarsfield Street as he made his way
to St Margaret’s to attend to Michael O’Callaghan. They were walking back from that direction and towards Cruise’s Hotel. Pictured with his wife, Mary.

Nathan, a aithint mar dhuine d’fheallmharfoiri a fir chéile. Bhunaigh Ui Cheallachdin a teoiric ar ar fhianaise An Dr James Roberts. D’inis sé don chiirt gur chas sé le cliigear né seisear fear ar Shréid an tSéirséalaigh, ag sitl ar ais 6n
Trd Thuaidh agus i dtreo Ostdn Cruise fad a bhi sé ar a bhealach go dti Bailtin Thobar Mdiréad chun freastal ar Mhichedl 6 Ceallachdin. Anseo lena bhean chéile, Mdire. (10)

Ba i an fhianaise a thug si'leis seo na a chandint. Chas si
le Nathan an chéad uair ag ocdid damhsa go déanach
in Eanair 1921. Bhi sé i gceannas an 22 Feabhra ar ruathar
poilini a thabhairt ar Bhailtin Thobar Mairéad, agus thug
i féin agus a fear céile a ‘glor galanta agus léannta’ faoi
deara lena linn sin. Ar an gcaoi sin, cé go raibh Nathan
faoi bhréagriocht ar an oiche a dunmharaiodh a fear
céile, d'aithin Bean Ui Cheallachain a glor laithreach.
Bhisichomh cinnte deimhin faoi aitheantas Nathan,
gur fhogair si go raibh si ‘réidh le mionn a thabhairt gur
thug [sé] na dunmharfoiri chuig dr dteach agus gur

chabhraigh sé leo m’fhear.

Click here to read Dr Roberts’ evidence to the court

Clicedil anseo chun fianaise An Dr Roberts a léamh
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RIC Auxiliary Division ‘G Company’ was barracked in the Lakeside Hotel, Killaloe. Members used Cruise’s Hotel as a base when in Limerick city.

Bhi ‘Complacht G’ de na Péilini Clinta ionnaithe in Ostdn an Lakeside, Cill Dalua.D’fhan siad i éstdn Cruise nuair a thaistil siad i gcathair Luimnigh. (11)



http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/11690
http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/11690
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bi-ArdfPyWtESoxD2QWzG5YPnfIWibH8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bi-ArdfPyWtESoxD2QWzG5YPnfIWibH8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bi-ArdfPyWtESoxD2QWzG5YPnfIWibH8/view

Déantoiri: ‘Feallmharfoiri Sasanacha ar Fostu’?

In 1961 the military historian Richard Bennett confirmed
O'Callaghan’s claim in the press. He interviewed two
surviving members of ‘G Company’, both of whom
identified Nathan and a company colleague as the
prime movers in the Curfew Murders. As Nathan was by
then dead (he was killed in 1937 while serving with the
International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War), Bennett
tracked down his accomplice, who eventually admitted
that they had ‘knocked off a couple of Shinners’ that
night creating, he recalled, ‘quite a fuss'. Bennett declined
to name Nathan's accomplice, but his article provides
sufficient personal particulars to identify him as ‘G

Company’' cadet William N. Harrison from Dublin.

Rinne an starai mileata Richard Bennett an aithint a
rinne Bean Ui Cheallachain a dheimhniu sa bhliain 1961.
Chuir sé agallamh ar bheirt bhall de ‘Complacht G’ a

bhi fés ag maireachtail, agus d'inis an bheirt acu do6
gurbh iad Nathan agus comhghleacai sa chomplacht
priomhthionscndiri Dhinmharuithe an Chuirfid. Mar
gheall go raibh bas faighte ag Nathan faoin trath sin
(maraiodh é in Uil 1937 fad a bhi sé ag fonamh leis

na Briogaidi Idirnaisiunta i gCogadh Cathartha na
Spainne), d'éirigh le Bennett a chomhphairti a aimsiu,

a d'admhaigh ar deireadh thiar go ndearna siad ‘roinnt
‘Shinners’ a mhard’ an oiche sin. Dhidltaigh Bennett
comhphairti Nathan a ainmniud, ach déantar é aithint san
eolas pearsanta a thugtar ina alt mar an Dalta N. Harrison
6 ‘Complacht G' 6 Bhaile Atha Cliath.

Click here to read Bennett’s article
Clicedil anseo chun alt nuachtdin Bennett a [Eamh
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George Montagu Nathan, c. mid-1930s. His accent was certainly distinctive. Mary Clancy also recalled Nathan’s ‘charming, cultivated voice’ during a raid he led on her

house, while an army comrade in Spain described it as ‘too gentlemanly to be real’.

George Montagu Nathan, i lar na 1930idi. Is cinnte go raibh candint ar leith ag Nathan. Thug Mdire Mhic Fhlannchadha ‘glor galanta agus léannta’ Nathanchun cuimhne freisin
nuair a bhi Nathan i gceannas ar ruathar a tugadh ar a hdit chénaithe seachtain ina dhiaidh sin, agus duirt comrdadai airm sa Spdinn go raibh sé ré-uachtarach le bheith fior.

Nathan's role in the Curfew Murders was further
confirmed by a fellow British officer in the International
Brigades: he told the Imperial War Museum in the mid-
1980s that Nathan had been secretly ‘tried’ for the crimes
by a cohort of ex-Irish republicans in his battalion and
that he conceded his guilt.

Dheimhnigh comhoifigeach eile i mBriogaidi
Idirnaisiunta Arm na Breataine an rol a bhi ag Nathan
freisin: d’inis s€ don Mhusaem Impiridil Cogaidh i

lar na 1980idi go nhdearna cohort iar-phoblachtaigh
Eireannacha a bhi ina chathldn Nathan ‘a chur faoi
thriail’ go runda i ngeall ar na coireanna agus gur
admhaigh sé go raibh sé ciontach.

AMAYOR’S MURDER

AN EXTRAORDINARY STORY
TOLD.

London, Tuesday.

The “Star’ to-day contains the fol-
lowing :—

Mr. Michael O'Callaghan, Mayor of
Limerick, was assassinated on March 7,
1921, Two men wearing goggles enter-
ed his house. Although Mrs. O'Callag-
han tried to protect her husband, one
uf the memn fired over her shoulder at
Mr O'Callaghan, and he fell at the foot
¢l the stairs. The other man then fired
three shote at him as he lay on the floor. [

An extraordinary sequel to the mur-’
der is reported to the “Star"” by a resi- |
dent in Camberwell, who was in a mess
at Beggar’s ‘Bush Barracks, Dublin. The |
barracks was occupied by a detachment-'

‘of the Auxiliary Division, R.1.C. Dne.i

night a cadet displayed a handsome gold |
‘watch, which he offered for sale. The
Csmberwell man bought the wateh for|
£10. He handed £3 to the cadet, and
the remaining £7 to an officer, from
whom the owner of the watch had bor-
rowed the money. Examining his pur-
chase, the Camberwell man discovered
a1 inseription on the case, from which
it appears that the watch was present-
ed to the late Mayor of Limerick, Mr,
O’Callaghan, from his fellow-citizems on
the occasion of his release from Lewes
Prison in 1917. When leaving the bar-
racks last year the Camberwell man was
questioned about the wateh and his kit-
hag was searched. Although he pro-
tested that he bought the watch, and
produced a receipt for the amount, he
was kept under arrest for two days. At
the end of that time he was liberated.

Mham tam T amdam ha sranda da dha & JIs

In January 1922, the London Star
published a strange story which
implicated the Auxiliary Division in the
Curfew Murders. Its claim that Michael
O’Callaghan’s gold watch had been sold
by an Auxiliary cadet to a mess worker in
Dublin HQ was ridiculed in Limerick,
where it was known that O’Callaghan did
not own a gold watch and was never in
Lewes Jail.

In Eandir 1922, foilsiodh rditeas sa Londan
Star gur dhiol dalta Cinta uaireadéir

o6ir Mhichil Ui Cheallachdin le hoibri
bialainne i Ranndg na Saighdidiri Cinta

i gCeanncheathrii Bhaile Atha Cliath.
Rinneadh ceap magaidh den scéal i
Luimneach, dit ar deimhniodh nach raibh
uaireaddir éir ag O Ceallachdin agus nach
raibh sé riamh i bPriosun Lewes.
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Kate O'Callaghan was convinced that Nathan's death squad

could have operated only with the connivance of the local
Crown Forces, as the city was entirely under their control
during curfew. She saw as particularly sinister the fact that
soldiers at the Strand Barracks had declined to apprehend
George Clancy's assassins despite hearing them passing by

the building in both directions, as well as the fatal shots.

Bhi Cait Ui Cheallachain lanchinnte nach bhféadfadh
scuad maraithe Nathan an beart a dhéanamh ach i
ndiaidh cead a fhail 6 Fhorsai na Coronach aitidla mar
gheall go raibh an chathair go hiomlan faoina smacht

i ndiaidh an chuirfid. Cheap si go raibh an chaoi gur
dhidltaigh na saighdidiri ag Beairic na Tra feallmharfoiri
Sheoirse Mhic Fhlannchadha a ghabhdil, in ainneoin gur
chuala siad iad ag sidl thar an bhfoirgneamh sa da threo,

agus gur chuala siad na hurchair mharfacha, thar a

bheith mailiseach. (12)

Although the curfew was not rigorously enforced in Limerick

2. Mayor Clancy's house lies about two hundred yards city, troops were under direct orders to investigate shootings

racks, The sentry on rd swore at . ) .
el SN SRR SRS PECEE i and this was clearly not done in the Clancy case. Whether this
the inguiry that he heard the steps of i;hre:a men pass goling ' - . o

. _ signified collusion, rather than a ‘lack of energy and initiative’
in the direction of the Mayor's house. Ten minutes

aftersards he heard six shots, the sound of which came from as Cameron assumed, is unproved.

that direction. He reported the matter, and though he

heard the footsteps of the murderers hurriedly returning Ni raibh an Cuirfid i bhfeidhm go dian i gcathair Luimnigh. Ach
in the direction of Sarsfield Bridge, the men were not bhi orduithe ag saighdidiri lamhach a fhiosrd agus ba shoiléir
challenged, no patrol was turned out, and the officer then nach ndearnadh seo i gcds Mhic Fhlannchadha. Nil cruthdnas

in charge was not examined-at the inguiry.

RIC District Inspector Leslie Ibbotson was in temporary charge in Limerick city on the night of the murders. ann faoi cibé acu an raibh né nach raibh claonphdirteachas i

He left his own account of the events in an unpublished memoir of his RIC service written in the early 1930s.

o gceist leis seo, seachas ‘easpa fuinnimh agus treallds’, faoi mar
.. . . ’e . ’ . . From the Limerick Curfew Murders.
An cigire ceantair, Leslie Ibbotson, a bhi i gceannas go sealadach sa chathair ar oiche na ndunmharuithe.

Scriobh sé a chuntas féin sna 1930idi, mar chuid de chuimhni cinn nar foilsiodh den fhénamh a rinne sé
leis an RIC.

ar ghlac Cameron leis.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TOxSXWNIsHzBS7P-5m6L2gpEtyZmVu4p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TOxSXWNIsHzBS7P-5m6L2gpEtyZmVu4p/view?usp=sharing
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Kate O'Callaghan further claimed that members of

the city's regular RIC were complicit. District Inspector
Leslie Henry Parker Ibbotson, who led the police
investigation, formed her particular focus in this regard:
‘ accuse him of being a party to the murder[s]’, she
declared in The Limerick Curfew Murders, and she cited
an accumulation of circumstantial evidence she said
proved that he had foreknowledge of the Killings and

had facilitated their perpetrators’ escape.

For example, Ibbotson had, at her request, called

for Fr Philip at the Franciscan Friary on his way to

St Margaret’s and, in conversation on their way, had
referred to plural ‘murders’ when only that of her
husband was publicly known. Moreover, he had
confidently attributed them to a ‘Sinn Féin murder
gang’ before he arrived to investigate the scene. Most
significantly, O'Callaghan accused Ibbotson of delaying
his departure from William Street station for up to 35
minutes to allow the assassins to return unapprehended
to Cruise’s Hotel. In a close examination of the evidence,
Thomas Toomey concurs with O'Callaghan’s charge of
accessorial guilt, noting that Ibbotson was himself a
former Auxiliary and had spent the evening of 6 March

socialising at the hotel.

Fr Philip’s evidence to the court of inquir
Clicedil anseo chun fianaise tAthair Pilib a léamh

YL

&

Two attempts to force entry to Fr Philip’s room at the friary were made
subsequently by persons unknown. But that both occurred during curfew leaves
no doubt that they were members of the Crown Forces. So fearful for Fr Philip’s
safety did his superiors become that they transferred him to Dublin in May 1921.

Rinne daoine nach fios cé hiad dha iarracht bealach a bhriseadh isteach go dti
seomra Athair Pilib ag an mainistir, ach mar gheall go ndearnadh an da iarracht seo
i rith an chuirfid, ni hamhras ar bith ach gur bhaill d’Fhérsai na Corénach na daoine
a rinne na hiarrachtai. Mar gheall go raibh an oiread sin eagla ar lucht a cheannais
i dtaobh shdbhdilteacht an Athar Pilib, d’aistrigh siad é go Baile Atha Cliath i
mBealtaine 1921. (13)

OO

rut this rLimerick tragedy phildp could nevsr forzet: on th2 right
¢® Sundav & march TS2T when Mavor (lancy, just five weaks in office,
and the ex-mavor (!'Callaghan were both murdered in thelr homes and
in the vpressnce of their wives along with Volunteer Joseph .
O'Donaghue - all three shot during curfew hours, - Mrs. 0'Caglaghgn
writing In the Limerlck Iesader on 20 November 1954, 33 years after
the sad event, gives a graphic description of the murder of her
husband and the moral support offered to her &nd 'the famlly by Fr.
Philip. She recalled when the murderers fled down the garden path
leaving her husband mortglly wouhded in the hall her first reaction
was for the attendance of a priest and doctor but there was no reply
from the many places she phoned. Finally a reply came from Dr. James
Roberts who guessed from the number of shots fired that Michael was
beyond all physical aid, yet he would "chance it". He left his home
in Mallow Street at I.20 a.m. and walked the length of 0'Connell
Street deserted from end to end and the only people he notlced was a
group of murderers returning to barracks. Then she remembered the
advice her husband had given her a few months before - 'throw the
responsibility over on the police, remember their number I84' so she
phoned William Street Police station requesting %r, Philip Murphy,
the Mayor's chaplain, It was 2 a,m, before the volice brought the
priest but his very presence Tgave me the reassurance that though
murder and desolation had come to the household and cut me off from
friends and help by curfew and tyranny yet Zod still had the world
in his keeping.' ‘The doctor James Roberts who gave the brave
asgsistance was the brother of Aldan Roberts o.f.m and ghilip Murphy
was remempered by Mrs 0OfCallaghan for his kindness, true compassion
and patience on that dreadful night. In the early hours of the
morning Philip requested from the Barracks a car and escort to enable
him to gather Michael 0'Callaghan's relatives to come and be of
consolation to the widow and when they arrived he left to say the

6 o'clock Mass at the friary at which he requested prayers for the
soul of Michael 0'Callaghan., After Mass a woman rushed up to him and
said:"VYou made a mistake, Father, it is not Michael 0'Callaghan who
has been murdered it is the mayor George Claney". It was thus he
heard with horror of the brutal circumstances of the killing of
George Clancy, another dear friend and so he hastened to that
afflicted household., This trifold tragedg on the night of Sunday

6 March and in the early hours of Monday 7th. created intense
indignation and horror throughout the land.

How valuable a factor this quiet service Philip offered in those
grim years few people to-day will ever appreciate, Apart from the
physical dangers he did not spare himself, he sought neither favour
nor gratitude but wished only to help others in their difficultiles,
to be a friend to whom all could come in confidence for consolation
and advice. He made little of his own troubles and was fearless and
unchanging in his national views. “Yhen the Znglish authorities, on
II March I920 went through the charade and pretence of a THilitary
Enquiry'!, the widows of the murdered men declined to attend on the
grounds that such enguiries were travesties of justice but Philip
was asked by Mrs., 0'Callaghan to attend in order to speak and defend
the great work done by both men in the public life of the city and
in the MNational movement.

The 'open' or 'publiec! military enguiry was held in the City
Courthouss surrounded by a cordon of soldiers; the adjacent streetis
and grounds of St. Mary's Cathedral were patrolled by armed troovs;
ne member of the vpublie was allowed in or near the bullding without
a specilal military permit and the Press had to possess a permit and
submit to a personal search before entry. Both Fr. Philip and Dr.
Roberts attended the enquiry knowing it was a mockery of justice but
determined to see that a modicum of truth was spoken at 1t. The
enquiry came to nought as was expected, there was no effort made %o
bring the perpetrators of the crime to justice byt Philip did speak
out as to the wvaluable contribution both men made to the community.
"George Clancy", he sald "was the heart and Michael 0'Callaghan the
brains of Sinn Fein In Limerick".

Dduirt Cait Ui Cheallachain freisin go raibh baill de
ghnadth-RIC Chathair Luimnigh pdirteach chomh maith
céanna sna coireanna, go hairithe an cigire ceantair,
Leslie Ibbotson. ‘Cuirim ina leith gur phairti leis na
dunmharuithe €', a d'fhogair siin The Limerick Curfew
Murders, agus sholathair si fianaise a cheap si a bhi
imthoisceach lena chruthd go raibh eolas aige roimh ré
ar na coireanna agus gur chabhraigh sé le deantoiri na

ndunmharuithe éald.

Mar shampla, ar iarraidh Ui Cheallachdin chuir Ibbotson
fios ar an Athair Pilib ag an Mainistir Phroinsiasach agus
é ar a bhealach go dti Bailtin Thobar Mairéad. Bhi siad
ag caint fad a bhi siad ag sidl agus labhair Ibbotson ar
‘dunmharuithe’ an uimhir iolra, nuair nach raibh aon
eolas ar aon dunmharuithe eile seachas dunmharu a

fir chéile. Chomh maith leis sin, duirt s€ le muinin gur
‘drong dhunmharaithe Shinn Féin’ a rinne iad, sular
cuireadh agallamh uirthi noé sular imscrudaiodh an
Iathair. Thar aon ni eile, chuir si ina leith gur fhan sé a
fhaide le 35 noiméad sular fhag sé beairic RIC Shraid
Liam chun cuaqirt a thabhairt ar a teach lena ligean do
na feallmharféiri Ostan Cruise a bhaint amach gan iad
a bheith tugtha faoi deara ag duine ar bith. D'aontaigh
Tomds O Tuama, a luaigh gurbh iar-Shaighdidir Cdnta é
Ibbotson féin a chaith an trathnona i mbun soisialud san
ostan, agus rinne sé an argoint gur léirigh an t-iompar
‘an-amhrasach’a bhi ar bun aige ina dhiaidh sin an
chiontacht a bhraith sé mar gheall go raibh sé

pairteach ann.

From ‘The Life and Times of Fr Philip Murphy o.f.m. ¢
(1890-1964)’, an unpublished biographical sketch by Walter
Crowley’ o.f.m (1995).

The Life and Times of Fr Philip Murphy o.fm. (1890-1964);
beathaisnéis neamhfhoilsithe le Walter Crowley o.fm. (1995). (14)



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NlT3_oNzBkfv-tqvE7L7RAsO5OgDiWSG/view?usp=sharing

Pdirtithe: ‘Cuirim ina leith ...’

Recurrent claims of wider RIC complicitly in the Nior thainig aon fhianaise chun solais o raibh pairt ag aon . . . -

. . . . e uestion of Patrols on ‘the Night

Curfew Murders remain unproved. Suspicion has bhall eile den RIC ann. Is mo an t-amhras faoin Sairsint B @ " of the Murder. : °
"t P . . i A ) S e b © 1. After the shooting of her Lusband, Mrs,
centred on Sergeants James Horan and William James Horan agus an Sairsint Liam Leech, a bhain “u/yhe Tuven Gler, «£1'i0n F Divisonai . 0'Calloghen telephoned to tho William strect
of dn-riall L3y conrission~r, B e G hic 2 ThL 7k

. . . .. L. . . & . [ - ; ’ e them
Leech, both of notorious repute in revolutionary droch-chail amach cheana féin i ngeall ar an gcur chuige , ; ele@. Limarick, E}’aim E{i it a;%ﬂ;tg;“mwh&nnmm;
: . . e o . . . 17 /2L. 23 tur out, eae’ BLE wad: Ehi tables
Limerick. However, as Toomey has noted, ‘it was braididil a ghlac siad i leith pdilineachta. Afach, faoi mar Dear Sir, | %:,r%:hﬁn:;:ﬁmh;tﬁ:ﬁsmﬁh:?:fg:'ﬁ
, , L o o . I write LU exuless e Yuu By Lorrur au tiw brutal o say sbut e sonding -out, of - thooe
unlikely that Nathan would involve a regular RIC a luaigh O Tuama, ‘nior dhéchuil go mbeadh baint ag Ko OF i TN Tiius oF [ oHen ik fiufy aud : x. | "Jﬂ'-,-‘:laﬁll ﬁn“gﬂs,*}:‘Eﬁcﬁhﬁsﬂyﬁhﬁﬁ;&':ETF::EE:JE
. . .o , . L L. . . ., . . , [y ur during lagth u:gh?}. 1 bﬁﬂ you wil aunvey O Lnalry the-murderesg e . i, _‘ :
sergeant in his activities’ as their movements were gnathshairsint RIC i ngniomhaiochtai Nathan', mar gheall ralag?eu the 64, reufi i By SINOATS MW, Uly. I 8D avare | 5 bout v e aiinutés: atier (o
i i i i illi ' ' (i i ndi that tieee gent:cuen bed ocunistently done Lhalr uimGet Lo coming to attend Mr, -0'Callaghan, met five
recorded in the station diary. The diary for William gur cuireadh a ngluaiseachtai i gcuntas i ndialann an st “ﬁ d crder 4n buo Gity P Lim:rick. Fur puch men ., :‘i;?uﬁ":::'l:ff-}:ﬁ“ﬁré: -E?Yr:f{:lemﬂ:;;g
Street (where Horan and Leech were based) was in staisidin. Rinne an Cigire Ceantair John Greally scradu ar n. matver vhat be their vulitivsi ueinicng, one oan only feel B | g B R Ml
. o e . . , great res,eoct. I Year wat thelir endavours Lo [iressrve the : ﬁjg: Dolice Darrack. -to which Mrs. O°Col:
fact examined by District Inspector John Greally for Shraid Liam (an ait a raibh Horan agus Leech bunaithe) Leade save led tu thiis avrcoicue orime. L oah asPAre you ; !aqtﬁuths?xmﬁﬁnaﬂ;néfﬁ:p:{:ut:ﬁxigamﬁ
. . .. . L . . . M 'th. Pnliﬁ. lIhh m',] o t° thi 3 ilitn quiry that pre-
the court of inquiry: he reported that no movements don chuirt imeachta: thug sé le fios nar cuireadh aon bring the mdar:rﬂ Eimtiﬂa.iﬁlgm:%&:?af:? to ?’%E"f:;ﬂ;;"..f h?h:g ‘:ié'?:iﬁ;gf.hrfﬁﬁﬁ
- . when out on-ealis during Gurew hours, some.
were therein recorded between the return of the last ghluaiseachtai i gcuntas idir an uair a d'fhill an patrdl I wn, Bir, - J | Bt b e
C , . , , . el - L YD'HJ."’I! ?ﬂ’-m}-w. ' ..‘That night ke walked from Mallow street to
RIC patrol at midnight and departure of Ibbotson'’s deireanach RIC ag mean oiche agus nuair a d'fhag pairti C. Prasoott Deoie, St. Margaret’s and back- o tho -Francisoan
Div. ¢ommissioner,R.I.c." * Friar mtlmnDl. biaring challenged. ‘:i::lll Getiu:
. . . . . P . - pivel vhve 3 ain W & Were
investigating party (which included Horan and lbbotson, pairti a raibh Horan agus Greally mar bhall de. O :;Lt:?ﬁ:ﬁwﬁm:ﬁ:i%]‘m quF:whhnl eforts
' wers made to trace tho fivo men whom Log-
¢ : i . ,"in “such
Greally) at around 1.45am. ' "Town Hall, ﬁ;“mtﬁ’“ﬂ:g’“;{{r“ "E:??E:‘IE“"?:%‘%;;
3. Mayor Claney's ouse ‘is  about- |

Deimhniodh ag an gcuirt nach raibh aon eolas roimh m"i’ggl"kl e e e o, oFF ke s
[ i Elr, M ¥ 1921 - that he h:;rﬂd uislepaf :ﬁ tli;\m mimm,
S S J i iai i i ‘ ing in the direction of the Muyor's %
That Greally had himself no prior knowledge of the ré ag Greally féin ar na dunmbharuithe. | ndiaidh fianaise In view Gf the Faot that ilderi olatioy, “tiie late - ;ﬂ'fm;tﬁi ;ﬂ;‘;ﬁ,‘”ﬁ‘,ﬂ;i‘:‘ug“ﬁ:ﬁ?mﬁ’?ﬁi'
murders was confirmed at the court. On hearing an Dochtura Roberts a chloistedil gur chas sé le cuigear and Councillur ('Callaghan, the late ex-uayor, were murdered Te reported the mattor, and thoigh he heard
‘i the footsteps of the murderers hurriedly re-
. . : . T . N by certain membars of the Furoes of the Crown we do not wirning in the diroction of Sarsfield Bridge,
Dr Roberts' evidence about meeting five men, fear ar Shraid an tSairséalaigh, ‘chogair sé go suaite’ i rith believe in and we cannobt acoept your phrases of sympathy he men were not challeaged, na patrol was
We further deoline to ounvey these phrases to the bereaved hot axamised at the military awquiy o e5
he started and ‘whispered excitedly’ in Fr Philip's éisteacht an Athar Pilib leis an Sairsint Horan ‘ba € dream relativesn. ' g . wlkin' (his_ Failuré. Can, Ganaral Broséntl,
- - - o ' oo You say that the }olice Authurities wil ey o e o
hearing that 'it's the Cruise’s Hotel crowd that did it’. Ostan Cruise a rinne é.. ep will endavour to i B -y el

bring the murderers to justice. ‘The time %o have dome thig
vas vhen Mrs ('Callaghan telephoned to William Street Barrac
: ) ’ sulsequent to the murder of her husband and Lrior 4o the ;
The Black and Tans leaving Limerick ey e T s ¢
L i s ese wen though of & peaceable disposition, as you say, %
| SRR TS, v gy G FRIORTO s had the confidence of every geoticn of their fellow- &

P} sanucks Uaricit . o occuntrymen, including the I.xd.A, ' '

Bghty™, tha glrison Limerick Leader, 20 February 1982 Vie are, Sir,

hasd thair photograph

e While the precise motive for Leech’s assassination is Yours,

| Plsgs snsssicimizsi  unknown, he was almost certainly what Toomey has The i ewbhers of the Limerick Curporation.
indpmcal o £18 termed ‘a victim of his own public reputation’. Horan General Deoie,

ouctaine Neesol™  was removed to England on his disbandment from Divisonal Copaissioner,

al the engoiry ? . 2
4, Cn other occcasions whén.an attack of
any kind was made, or threatened against
the C ‘n Forces _in ° the r.i’.? ar within
miles ef it, lroops poured ool frdm all the
barracks, the whole city ‘wea surroanded nnid
hridgﬁu_m:r_a closed and the people roused and
I - searched in order lo discover the criminals
i g e o e e T i " Wil General Prescolt-Decie.  explain  why
- i = . w thiz course was not adopled on the night ef
the 6lh March. when three civilian citizens
wers murdered T 2t vy 0 e
72 | Prestott-Decio says that to-under-
sland Ircland thoroughly it is necessary-to
realize that the population is “divided into
threo distinct parts (a)-the loyalists {h}'ghe
extremists, at present Sinn Fein, fncl[:dmg
corner-boys,” murdorers, nt.;.;“(c:-_j.hu inter-
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Eplide . . . - ediate porlion consisting of all not ineldded

o T e e the the RIC two months later, being deemed ‘in special Re I. Ca, in (;? :nlﬁwn;i“. Ub:;@;: 3':11'._3:“:“1 Prescott-
sty danger’ from republican retribution. LIEAIU . gﬁ"‘“"q‘“ﬁg g,%gﬂga'ﬁmﬂ‘ﬂg;:ﬂi‘;‘_fm‘;:;
Fir ||,:|1r|’:u“ et oy ’ ’ ’ o s Blﬁﬂt-ed unﬂﬂ:mﬂ‘luﬂly n 1920 and 1‘:&1' h%t"ll

Ll Ni fios cen fath ar lamhachadh Leech, ach bhi se Reépublican Corporation 'of Limerick: -They

gt Lessel (RLLC |, . .. B e T wero, both implicitly truosted ‘and loved, and
Eth e wham Wi beagnach cinnte mar gheall ar a dhroch-chail. Tugadh were completely .in the confidence of. the
mrderof Muys George  Horan, a raibh baint aige le roinnt Idmhaigh i Luimneach Sinn Fein Parly.and the LR.A. © - - __—— Comnaile Catrvach
el wand i rith Chogadh na Saoirse, go Sasana i ndiaidhdé dul ‘ ) . AN Lonta:%
Lt e ar scor on RIC tar éis gur ceapadh go raibh sé ‘go mor i RIC Divisional Commissioner Cyril Prescott-Decie, who was based in William Street station, was also h?HeSt(I)QBS for Gengral Decie’ from —~— 5 County Counci
hamies on Su mbaol’ ag an dioltas sin. Nior fhill sé riamh. (15) suspected of collusion. His condolences were rejected by Limerick Corporation (as were those extended by aire O°Donovan, deputy mayor

| Dighusery Mooday gandi In. Nior thill se riamn. Cameron) and questions about his role continued to be raised. gf,é-;wggﬁgna"d sister of Kate

1521, Las<hiwas thot .
kbt oo b L Bhiothas in amhras freisin go raibh Coimisinéir Ranndige an RIC Cyril Prescott-Decie, a bhi bunaithe i stdisitin Ceisteanna do Prescott-Decie n
E&Hﬁ;ﬁﬂwﬂ Shraid Liam, claonphairteach. Dhiultaigh Bardas Luimnigh a chomhbhron (agus diultaiodh comhbhron leas-mhéara agus deirfiur Cait Ui
from Doy with & Cameron, chomh maith) agus leanadh le ceisteanna faoina rél a chur. (16) Cheallachdin. An Roinn Turaséireachta, Cultir,

Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus Medn
Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
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‘Worked for Ireland, Died for Ireland’

‘D'oibrigh sé ar son na hEireann, Fuair sé bds ar son na hEireann’?

Avcust 21, 1920 THE . SINN FEINER

The abevs carteon ilusirates what Ireland ig to expect from the Ceerclon BN Cartoon Reprodosed From “Buoll’

The Restoration of Order in Ireland Act of August 1920 provided the Crown Forces with
significant protection from the civil law.

Thug an Restoration of Order in Ireland Act cosaint 6n dli do Fhorsai na Corénach

Kate O'Callaghan maintained from the start that ‘blacker
criminals [than Nathan] planned these assassinations
and [that] they sit in high places’ and the overwhelming
likelihood is that the murders were centrally conceived.
Ten years afterwards, the Auxiliary Division’s first
commandant, Frank Crozier, asserted that the men were
‘murdered by the police acting under orders as part

of a plan to "do away with” Sinn Féin leaders and put

the blame on Sinn Féin’ and covert squads comprising
Auxiliary Division and regular RIC personnel were

certainly operating in Limerick at the time.

Research by historian John O'Callaghan indicates that the

extrajudicial killings with which these squads ‘terrorized
republican communities’ were probably ‘unofficial
political policy'. Divisional Commissioner Prescott-Decie,
he notes, ‘certainly took a cavalier attitude to the use of
force [in his area] that had been approved further up the

chain of command..

George Nathan's defence at his informal ‘court martial’ in
Spain was that he had been a mere foot soldier ‘detailed
to do the job'. That this defence was accepted by his Irish
accusers suggests that he made a convincing case, and it
is known that he travelled from Dublin to Killaloe on the

day of the murders.

/ Combhairle Cathrach
& Contae Luimnigh

An Roinn Turasoéireachta, Cultuir,
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean

,\/\/\

Thug Cait Ui Cheallachain le fios go ndearna ‘coirpigh
ni ba mheasa na feallmharuithe seo a phleandil agus
go bhfuil ardstadas acu’. Is cinnte gur dhochuil go
ndearnadh Dunmharuithe an Chuirfid a eagrd go
larnach. Deich mbliana ina dhiaidh sin, d’fhogair chéad
cheannfort Rannog na Paoilini Cunta, Frank Crozier, gur
‘mharaigh paoilini [an tridr fear] a bhi ag gniomhu de

réir orduithe mar chuid de phlean chun “fail réidh le”
ceannairi Shinn Féin agus an locht a chur ar Shinn Féin’,
agus bhi scuadanna runda de phaoilini Cunta den RIC ag

feidhmid i Luimneach ag an am.

Tugann taighde a rinne an starai Sedn O Ceallachdin le

fios gur dhochuil gur ‘beartas polaitidil neamhoifigidil’ a
bhi sna maruithe seachbhreithiunacha a rinne na scuaid
chun ‘sceimhle a chur ar phobail phoblachtacha’. Deir sé
gur ‘cinnte go raibh meon réchuiseach [ag an Coimisinéeir
Rannoige Prescott-Decie] maidir le forsa a usaid [ina

cheantar] a cheadaigh lucht a cheannais’.

D'fhreagair pairti cosanta George Nathan ag a
‘armchdirt’ neamhfhoirmidil sa Spainn narbh ann ach
saighdidir coise ‘ar leagadh an dualgas air an beart a
dheanamh’. Tugann an chaoi gur ghlac a chuisitheoiri
Eireannacha leis an gcosaint seo le fios gur chruthaigh
sé cds daingean, agus is eol gur thaistil sé 6 Bhaile Atha

Cliath ar Ia na ndunmharuithe.

% Limerick City
& County Council

Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

- WNTISINN e BACHEN
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These covert squads used cover names such as the ‘Anti-Sinn
Fein Society’ and the ‘Anti-Murder Gang’ to obscure their
Crown Forces’ status.

D’usdid na scuaid cheilte seo ainmneacha bréagacha cosdil
leis ‘an Cumann Frith-Shinn Féin’ agus ‘an Drong Frith-
Dhinmharaithe’ lena cheilt gur bhaill d’Fhérsai na
Corénach iad.

Limerick Leader, 18 October 1920
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‘Worked for Ireland, Died for Ireland’ ‘D’oibrigh sé ar son na hEireann, Fuair sé bds ar son na hEireann’?

The reasons for which Michael O'Callaghan and George
Clancy were targeted seem clear. They were the two
most prominent ‘Sinn Féiners’ in Limerick, and both were
subjected to sustained intimidatory campaigns, primarily
death threats and raids on their houses, in the months

prior to being killed.

As Limerick city’s first Sinn Féin mayor, O'Callaghan had
pledged the Corporation’s allegiance to the First Dail and
he was a constant critic of the behaviour of the Crown
Forces throughout his term. He was also a key figure in
the republican propaganda war in Limerick, particularly
through his briefing of visiting dignitaries and foreign
correspondents. And although he was not himself an

IRA Volunteer, he was, in his wife's words, ‘a friend of the
extremists’ who ‘well realised the need for a military ... side
to the national movement'. Consequently, ‘his logical end

was murder by the hand of a hired English assassin’.

Clancy had dedicated himself entirely to the Irish Republic
on his own election as mayor, declaring that he ‘would
be 100 per cent wool and unshrinkable’ in its pursuit. He
was also an IRA officer and, although the extent to which
he participated in insurgent operations is unclear, he
was believed by the Crown Forces to be actively involved.
What is clear is that he had great status and influence
within Limerick's republican ranks and was a role model
to many therein. In the words of his wife Mary, ‘dimly his
murderers knew those things and that was why

he died'.

O’Callaghan had received several death threats during his term in office.
Fuair Michedl roinnt bagairti bdis le linn a thréimhse mar mhéara.

Freeman’s Journal, 24 March 1920
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Michael O’Callaghan (centre) and Fr Philip at the funeral of Terence MacSwiney, who died on hunger-strike in October 1920. George Clancy drafted Limerick’s letter of
condolence. (Below, right). Mayors from around Ireland would attend O’Callaghan’s own funeral some four months later.

Michedl O Ceallachdin ag siil in aice le an tAthair Pilib taobh thiar de chénra Thoirealaigh Mhic Shuibhne i gCorcaigh, an 31 Deireadh Fémhair 1920. Mac Fhlannchadha a
dhréachtaigh an litir chomhbhréin é Luimneach. D’fhreastalédh méarai 6 beagnach gach bardas ndisitinach ar shochraid Ui Cheallachdin ceithre mhi ina dhiaidh sin. (17)

RORY OF THE HILL

Mayor of Limerick Receives ‘a
Threatening Lelter

The Mayor of Limerick {Councillor Michael
O'Callachan) rveceived yesterday a type-writ-
ten letter bearing tho Clonmel post mark of
the previous day.

There is a cross on top of the page con-
taining tho statement :—

“Propare for death. You are a doomed
- man.—Rory of the Hill.” |

The Mavor, when questioned “about the
communication, said that at first he was dis-
posed to treat the matfer as a joke; but on
congideration, and having regard to what had
happened in Corl, he thought it betier that

the letter should be given to thu Press [or
publication. :
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Is soiléir na fathanna gur diriodh ar Mhichedl O
Ceallachain agus ar Sheoirse Mhic Fhlannchadha. Ba

iad an bheirt bhall ba mho le ra de chuid Shinn Féin i
Luimneach, agus rinneadh iad a dhunmhard mar thoradh
deiridh ar fheachtais mharthanacha a bhi ceaptha eagla
a chur ar dhaoine (bagairti bdis agus ruathair a thabhairt
ar a dtithe, go priomha) sna mionna sular

maraiodh iad.

Ba é O Ceallachdin chéad mhéara Shinn Féin Chathair
Luimnigh agus gheall sé go mbeadh an Bardas dilis don
Chéad Dail agus chain sé iompar Fhorsai na Coronach |
gconai i rith a théarma. Ba phriomhphearsa freisin é sa
chogadh bolscaireachta poblachtach i Luimneach, go
hairithe trid an eolas a thug sé do dhaoine madra le ra a bhi
ar cuairt agus do chomhfhreagraithe iasachta. Agus cé
narbh oglach den IRA é féin, bhi s€, dar lena bhean chéile,
‘ar son na n-antoisceach’... ‘a thuig go soiléir go raibh ga
le gné mhileata sa ghluaiseacht naisiunta’. DA réir sin,

‘ba loighciudil deireadh a chur leis trina dhunmharu ag

feallmharfoir Sasanach ar fostd’.

Bhi Mac Fhlannchadha go hiomlan tiomanta do
Phoblacht na hEireann i ndiaidh gur thogh sé é féin ina
mhéara, agus d’fhogair sé ‘go mbeadh sé go hiomlan
tiomanta agus dochloite’ chun € sin a bhaint amach.
B'oifigeach an IRA freisin é. Agus cé nach eol cé chomh
bainteach a bhi sé in oibriochtai an IRA, chreid Forsai na
Coronach go raibh sé ag fonamh go gniomhach ag uair
a bhais. Ach is cinnte go raibh meas air agus an go raibh
stadas agus an tionchar aige laistigh de chéimeanna
poblachtacha Luimnigh. Mar a dudirt a bhean chéile,
Maire, ‘ba ar éigean a bhi na rudai seo ar eolas ag a

dhunmharfoir agus ba é sin an chudis go bhfuair sé bas’.
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D&il Eireann’s official newssheet, the Irish Bulletin, presented the Curfew Murders as part of a year-
long assault on republican local government that included the assassination of the lord mayor of
Cork, Tomas MacCurtain, and the imprisonment of his successor, Terence MacSwiney.

Cuireadh Diinmharuithe an Chuirfid i [Gthair i mbileog nuachta oifigidil Dhdil Eireann, Irish Bulletin, mar
chuid d’ionsai a mhair bliain ar rialtas aitidil poblachtach ina ndearnadh Ardmhéara Chorcai, Tomds
Mac Curtdin, a fheallmhard, agus inar cuireadh a iartheachtai, Toirealach Mac Suibhne, chun priosuin.

OO

The reasons for which O'Donoghue was targeted are Is IG is cinnte na cuiseanna gur diriodh ar O Donnchadha;
less certain, for he was not a prominent IRA Volunteer. It nior bhall mor le ra de IRA Luimnigh. Creidtear gur chreid

is believed that he was suspected by British intelligence rannog faisnéise na Breataine go raibh a rol bainistiochta ag
of using his managerial role at the British & Argentine Cuideachta Feola na Breataine agus na hAirgintine a dsaid
Meat Company to smuggle arms into Ireland, and aige chun airm a thabhairt isteach go hEirinn, agus go raibh
Toomey notes anecdotal evidence that ‘unidentified ‘post a bhi a thabhairt chuig a sheoladh [i Luimneach] d
men had been checking mail for his [Limerick] address’ sheicedil ag fir neamhaitheanta’ina qit duchais san larmhir
in his native Westmeath in the weeks prior to his death. sna seachtaini sular dunmharaiodh é.

Whatever the truth behind O'Donoghue’s death, Kate Pé cuis a bhi le bas Iosaeif Ui Dhonnchadha, bhain rditeas
O'Callaghan’s assertion that her husband had ‘worked Chait Ui Cheallachain maidir lena fear céile - ‘d'oibrigh sé ar
for Ireland and died for Ireland’ clearly applied to him son na hEireann agus fuair sé bds ar son na hEireann’, an
equally. As, indeed, it did to George Clancy. oiread céanna le O Donnchadha agus a bhain sé, go deimhin

féin, le Seoirse Mac Fhlannchadha.

/ Combhairle Cathrach
& Contae Luimnigh
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& County Council

Group of Limerick members of the Irish Volunteers and Cumann na mBan, c. 1914, including George and Mary Clancy (7th and 2nd from the left, respectively). Reproduced

with kind permission of Patricia Haselbeck ©The Haselbeck Collection. _

Grupa de bhaill Luimnigh d’Oglaigh na hEireann agus de Chumann na mBan, thart ar an mbliain 1914, Seoirse agus Maire Mac Fhlannchadha san aireamh (an 74 agus an 2ra duine 0
chlé, faoi seach). Foilsitear an iomha le caoinchead Patricia Haselbeck ©The Haselbeck Collection.
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Oidhreachtanna?

April2, 1921 THE SINN FEINER

WHEN BRITISH HUNS FALL OUT

.= F =Tl

Writing in support of a compensation claim for the death of : 2

Joseph O'Donoghue lodged by his father under the terms ' RCE: wIDOW OF EX-MAYOR OF
of the Army Pensions Act, 1932, Kate O'Callaghan stated that P ' LIM.ER[CK- .
LE .

, S
the Curfew Murders ‘did much to bring the Black-and-Tan . .-'ini:_’{;ﬁ?. Ver 4 é;t,; ;f

terror to an end’ and there was certainly some truth in this : /

claim. Such atrocities, perpetrated by Crown Forces acting : A3 T /A4
more like terrorists than police and frequently covered-up by

corrupt military courts, helped lose Britain the propaganda

war critical to its counterinsurgency's success. Central to

the Irish victory were widows such as Kate O'Callaghan and

Mary Clancy, the experiences of whom were oftentimes ; T o i
. . . . . LA J.-f, P B s -’f?
presented to maximise their propaganda value in service of VL) L ELGE 7%
!.
the republican cause. ' .é__!;-”' ¥ ,
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Agus i ag scriobh chun tacud le héileamh ar chuiteamh

o . . . b ViV S v Y s
ar bhas Iosaeif U Dhonnchadha, a rinne a athair faoi % At Lt & /e Ty L
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théarmai an Achta Arm-Phinsean, 1932, luaigh Cait Ul . :

Ceallachdin gur ‘chabhraigh [Dinmharuithe an Chuirfid] TUL ot oy L

go mor le deireadh a chur le sceimhle na nDuchronach’

agus is cinnte go raibh seo fior go pointe dirithe. R S
Chabhraigh na hainghniomhartha siud, a rinne Forsai | Mer, Clasey, widow of Mr. George Claner,
& murdered Mayor of Limerick, was presant
ot yesterday's meeting of tha Deil, Mra

Cloney Mavieg the Mansion House,
—(Fureuaw Pheios.)

na Coronach a ghniomhaigh cosuil le sceimhlitheoiri,
seachas paoilini, agus a gceilt go minic ag armchdirteanna
mileata, leis an mBreatain cogadh na bolscaireachta a

chailleadh, cogadh ar bhain rithabhacht leis chun rath a Mary Clancy rejected the Treaty in 1922. While
she did not enter electoral politics, she became
a Fianna Fail stalwart in Limerick and a strong

personal supporter of Eamon de Valera. She died

frithcheannairce a bhaint amach. Bhi pdirt Iarnach sa bhua

poblachtach ag baintreacha cosuil le Cait Ui Cheallachain i 1962,
e 3 .. . . S Leading Limerick republican John Daly had wished George and Mary
General Crozier (to the Real Hun): If you want to.shoot mayors of Irish cities agus Maire Mhic Fhlannchadha, a raibh eispéiris na mban Clancy ‘a long and happy life together’ on their marriage in 1915. Dhitiltaigh Mdire Mhic Fhlannchadha an Conradh
through the bodies of their wives, if you want to burn Irish cities and murder ministers siud curtha i Iathair i dtaobh a bhfulaingthe ar mhaithe le Bhi silil ag Sein O Délaigh, poblachténach mér le rd i Luimneach, go 20 glha[l{tfx)nc é?iﬁ Isghnéc;rihtz(;izghglsgiil’es;-‘ l{glr;snanéi”
of religion, you'll have to do the bloody work yourself. I resign! : . L .. mbeadh ‘saol fada sona le’chéile’ag George agus Mary ar a ’ Lgimneach aglfs thug s,ftacafoght léidir phearsanta
. bolscaireacht chun ba a mhéadu ar son an cuis. bpésadh i 1915. (19) o Do Daara T S 106,

[Note: When the Black and Tans shot Mayor Clancy of Limerick, Mrs. Clancy flung herself between her
husband and his assassins. Ignoring her presence they shot through her into the body of the Mayor. According
to newspaper reports, the British general, Crozier, resigned because he was not in agreement with Lloyd George as
to his method of reconquering Ireland.] R




Legacies? Oidhreachtanna?

The long-term legacies of crimes like the Curfew Murders
remain unclear. The stories of their victims and their
immediate families bear witness to lives damaged or even
destroyed. However, the testimonies of their descendants
sometimes suggest a transgenerational trauma still little
understood and the cumulative impact on which on Irish

society has yet to be properly assessed.

Go bunusach, ni heol leagaidi iomlana coireanna cosuil

le Dunmharuithe an Chuirfid go foill. Léirionn scéalta a

n-iospartach agus a dteaghlach saol gortaithe no fid

millte. Léiritear i scéalta shliocht na ndaoine seo an cra
croi a iompraiodh 6 ghluin go gldin nach dtuigtear moran
faoi, fid go foill, afach, agus ni dhearnadh measunu ceart
ar an tionchar tri chéile a imriodh ar shochai na hEireann
go foill.
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Kate O’Callaghan (3rd from left) was one of the so-called ‘Black Widows’ who were elected to Dail Eireann in 1921 and rejected the Anglo-Irish Treaty in January 1922. Asked whether she would be taking an Anti-Treaty stance had
she been granted an independent judicial inquiry into her husband’s death, she replied that ‘if that demand were granted now, it would not change the conviction which was bred in me and strengthened by [his murder] that

England and the British Empire have always stood in Ireland for evil and suffering’ and, that ‘as long as it is in my power to vote against the inclusion of Ireland in the British Empire I will do so’. She lost her Dail seat in 1923 and A memorial plaque marking the site of 0’Donoghue’s death was emplaced in 1992. = Corhaie Cathvach
retired from electoral politics. She died in 1961. The avenue on which he died was renamed for him in the mid-1930s, as was the << — & ConiacLuimnigh
North Strand for O’Callaghan and Clancy. ——  LimerickCity

& County Council

Bhl Cait Ui Cheallacham (an 31 duine 6 chlé) ar dhuine de na ‘Baintreacha Dubha’, faoi mar ar tugadh orthu, a toghadh leis an Dail sa bhliain 1921 agus a chur i in aghaidh an Chonartha i Eandir 1922. Nuair a flafralodh dian gcuirfeadh
né nach gcuirfeadh si in aghaidh an Chonartha mar gheall gur ceadaiodh fiosrtichdn neamhspledch breithitinach a dhéanamh ar bhds a fir chelle d’fhreagair si; ‘da gceadofal an t-éileamh sin anois, ni athrédh sé an tuairim Ididir Tégadh cuimhneachdn do O Donnchadha i 1992. Tugadh a ainm ar an ascaill ina
atd agam agus a neartalgh [an dunmharu] qur chothalgh Sasana agus Implreacht na Breatame an t-olc agus an fhulamgt in Eirinn i gcénai’ agus ‘a fhad aqus is féidir liom véta a chaitheamh in aghaidh Eire a bheith in Impireacht na bhfuair sé bas i lar na 1930idi. Athainmniodh an Tra Thuaidh in ondir O’Ceallachain
Breataine, déanfaidh mé € sin’. Chaill si a suiochdn sa Ddil sa bhliain 1923 agus d’éirigh si as an bpolaitiocht toghchdin. Fuair si bds sa bhliain 1961. (20) agus Mac Fhlannchadha ag an am céanna.
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